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INTRODUCTION

WHY DIY?

I have been wanting to write this book for years. Ideas for all kinds of fun, practical, unique projects that make my chicken-keeping life easier and more enjoyable are always swirling around in my head. Some tried-and-true winners started to come into focus while working on my last book, 101 Chicken Keeping Hacks. However, that book is all about quick and easy. Plus, I realized I had so many ideas that they could make up their own book—and here it is! An entire book of building projects for chickens and the people who love them.

I caught the building bug when I was a little girl sitting on the floor by my dad’s work bench, watching him complete various projects for around the house and our farm. I remember my dad would give my brother and me a board and some basic hand tools and tell us that whoever could make a hole clear through the board first was the winner! These were the days before video games, so parents had to be pretty inventive to keep their kids busy so they could get stuff done. Let me tell you, I got pretty good with a hammer and chisel.

Years later, after my parents were divorced, my mom taught me that girls can build too. I have to say that was the true beginning of my love for DIY! To this day, she and I enjoy making things together. Whether it’s cutting and painting wooden Christmas ornaments or making small pieces of furniture—including the bookshelves for the bookstore I used to own on Long Island—I will always treasure those building memories.

This experience has served me well when it comes to inventing things for my chickens. There’s such a sense of satisfaction when I use something that I made myself. It makes me happy to see my chickens perching on a roost I made for them or laying eggs in nesting boxes I constructed. Building and creating practical things that are necessary for your everyday life on your farm, homestead, or urban backyard can create this same feeling of joy for you.

Living remotely, as my husband and I do, there’s no such thing as a quick trip to the store, so for years I’ve relied heavily on reusing, repurposing, and building from scratch. What’s more, we were fortunate enough to acquire a barn full of scrap wood, wooden pallets, and odds and ends, including boxes of random nails and screws, when we moved here to Maine. I’m so thankful that the previous owners didn’t believe in throwing anything away that might come in handy at some future date—and that they left it all behind for us! Trust me, I have been putting it all to good use.

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

Over the years, my flock of chickens and ducks has provided me with plenty of opportunity to dream up projects and wield a hammer. In fact, I built my own first tiny chicken coop, which was actually more doghouse-sized than actual shed- or coop-sized. Still, I did the research to figure out what I wanted it to look like and what features it needed to have. Then once I had envisioned it, I drew up plans and built it. That little coop served my first flock of six chickens quite well for several years. Then as my flock of chickens and ducks inevitably grew, I converted a lean-to on our farm into my second, much larger coop. Although it did require that I add some predator-proofing and build roosting bars, I was able to repurpose a set of nesting boxes given to us by a neighbor, which made the entire project easier.
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In this book, we’ll by and large tackle much more manageable projects. However, I will help you build all the components you need for your own coop in case you’re thinking about remodeling an existing garden shed, toolshed, playhouse or other outbuilding into a chicken coop. You’ll find projects for a Removable Coop Roosting Ladder and Nesting Boxes, a Sliding Barn Coop Door to allow for storage space, Predator-Proof Window Frames that can easily be added to any window frame, and even Hanging Flower Boxes for Run and shutters—Pair of Coop Shutters from Pallets in Three Styles! If you have been thinking about getting started with chickens, or wanting to move your chickens from a small starter coop to something more substantial, then I’ll also show you how to convert that outbuilding—Converting a Garden Shed, Outbuilding or Playhouse into a Coop—into a safe, secure coop for your flock.

You’ll find plenty of other projects I’ve built for my chickens over the years as well, including a Swinging Bench, Chair Nesting Area, and Chicken Salad Bar that give chickens access to fresh greens right in their run. You can also make all kinds of things for your home such as the Small Footprint Countertop Egg Holder, Dippy Eggs and Toast Breakfast Tray, and Boot Tree Stand.

If you have never attempted to build anything in your life, don’t despair. I have included several super- easy projects that will help you ease into the world of building. I’ve assigned egg icons to categorize each project, with the one-egg projects being the easiest and each additional egg adding difficulty. Flip through and find a one-egg project that appeals to you to begin with. I’m sure in no time, you’ll feel confident enough to move on to the two- and three-egg projects!
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For those of you who are handy and into DIY, I hope you’ll dive into my book with your hammer in one hand and a cordless drill in the other. And for those who truly are bona fide carpenters, please forgive any make-do building methods or other items that cause you to stop and scratch your head, as I am a self-taught builder! Even though I am not a professional by any means, most of what I build manages to do the job. If nothing else, rest assured these projects have been built as they’ve been written!

The upside of my informal method of learning and teaching is that none of the projects in this book require expensive equipment, and many can be built using free pallets or scrap wood. Lumber is expensive, so the more you can repurpose, the better. Also, remember that if you make a mistake or your results are less than picture perfect, please know that it doesn’t matter. As long as structures are stable, your chickens won’t mind!

I like to tell people who don’t feel comfortable building something that I have always thought of the craft as somewhat similar to other pursuits, like sewing or cooking. If you can read a pattern or recipe, gather your materials or ingredients, and follow directions, then you can do it. For most projects, the worst that can happen is that you cut a piece of wood to the wrong size. And if that happens, you are not alone! I think every do-it-yourselfer has a scrap-wood pile, and you can often find a way to use those mistakes in a future project.

From a Wood and Wire Egg Basket to a Chicken Treat Bar to a Boot Cleaning Station, this book includes projects for a wide variety of skill sets and should appeal to a wide variety of chicken keepers. I hope that completing some of the projects in this book will give you the confidence to move on to other DIY projects for your life and home. Now go and make something that you will be proud of for years to come!


Happy building,

Lisa






CHAPTER
1

THE BASICS

Like any hobby or pastime, building projects require some tools of the trade. And like any hobby, there is a vast selection of tools that span a wide price range. Of course, if you’re a hard-core DIY’er, you’ll likely already have (or want!) a nice selection of top-quality tools. But if you’re just starting out, you might have just the basics. And honestly, a few basic tools are all you really need.
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HAMMER

Doing research for this book, I learned that there are more than twenty-five different types of hammers. Um, really? Because in decades of DIY’ing, I’ve only ever used one: the claw hammer. That’s the hammer you likely picture in your head when someone says hammer. It has a long handle that’s generally made out of wood or steel and a steel head with one flat side and two claws on the other side.



A hammer is primarily used for things like banging nails into wood or, conversely, prying nails out of wood. It’s always good to have one on hand. If you will be doing extensive removal of nails, like tearing apart pallets or reusing building materials, a good pry bar or crowbar is also helpful.


DRILL

A cordless drill that operates using a battery, or a corded electric drill, is also really handy to have around. In addition to the drill, you’ll need drill bits, which are metal tips that you insert and lock into the chuck of the drill. There are drill bits and screw bits, and you can buy them individually or in kits containing various shapes and sizes. Drill bits are long and skinny and used to drill holes. You might use a small drill bit to drill a pilot hole when you need in install a screw. You might use a slightly larger drill bit to make a pilot hole for a large screw hook. Even larger drill bits like 1/2" (13 mm) can be used to make holes to insert a dowel into a piece of wood. And the largest drill bits, such as the 2" (51 mm) and 4" (102 mm) hole saw with pilot bit, come in handy to cut larger round holes through wood.



Screw bits come in the same shapes as screwdrivers, typically flat and Phillips. Star drive and square drive are also common. Match the screw tip to the size and shape of the screw you are using.

In my opinion, putting some money into a good-quality, heavy-duty drill is a good investment. It’s such a versatile tool that you’ll find yourself reaching for it again and again, far outside the scope of this book. I personally love my cordless battery-powered drill. It’s not so heavy that my arm gets tired when I use it, but still has the power and stamina to complete some pretty major projects. Sticking with one of the major brands such as DeWalt, Black+Decker, Stanley, or Makita ensures that parts like the battery will be easily replaced, and interchangeable if and when you decide to add on to your battery-powered tool collection. All drills use the same standard drill bits and screw bits.


SAW

A saw is used to cut; however, depending on the type of cut—straight, angled, or curved—one type of saw might be better suited to the job than another. Like hammers, there are many various types of saws from a basic handsaw, powered by you, to a compound electric miter saw. What you choose to use for these projects will likely depend on the cutting that is required and the saw that you have on hand.



If you are an absolute beginner, I would recommend a corded circular saw. It’s very versatile and fairly inexpensive. When you’re saw shopping, be sure to pick up the saw and gauge the heft of it. For someone with smaller hands and little upper-body strength like me, one of the larger models might be a bit too much to handle. Choose the size and weight circular saw that feels most comfortable to you. I am a huge fan of my Dremel Saw Max mini circular saw with a 3-inch (7.6 cm) blade. It easily zips through pallet boards and is easy to hold and control.
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With a basic circular saw, you can cut any board to the length you need. Add to your repertoire a corded jigsaw and now you can make curved cuts and more delicate cuts, say for smaller craft projects. A jigsaw will also cut thin boards with ease. If you want to make precise angled cuts, then look for a miter saw. A miter saw works a bit differently in that it is stationary. The limitation of a miter saw is that it makes cross cuts in only smaller width boards. But the neat thing about a miter saw is that you can turn the blade to cut precise angles, and it’s far easier to cut a straight line with a miter saw than a circular saw. If you want to cut sheet goods or wider boards, you’ll need your trusty circular saw or perhaps a table saw, if you want to make a big investment.


SANDPAPER/HAND SANDER

Although you likely aren’t going to be concerned quite as much about your finished projects for your chickens as you might be about projects you make for your home or possibly to sell, it’s quick and easy to sand rough edges. That will reduce the chance of splinters—and no one likes getting splinters, even chickens! Sanding also provides a smoother surface for paint.
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An electric hand sander is a fun little tool to add to your arsenal, but it’s not necessary. A piece of sandpaper and some elbow grease work just as well, but may take a bit longer. Whether you use an electric hand sander or choose to manually sand, you’ll need some sandpaper. Sandpaper comes in varying grits or grains, from ultra-coarse to ultra-fine. A nice medium grit would be 100, while an ultra-fine is around 220. It’s not necessary to stock up on all the grits. I usually keep a few sheets of 100 and 220 on hand. The medium does a good job on smoothing out knotholes or the rough, cut edges of the boards, while the ultra-fine works to give each project a final smoothing.


PAINTBRUSHES

Keeping a selection of paintbrushes on hand is also a good idea if you’re handy or crafty. Again, paintbrushes range in price depending on the size and quality. I generally like to purchase paintbrushes that fall somewhere in the low to mid-price range. I’ve found that the cheapest brushes tend to lose bristles pretty quickly, so if you don’t feel like picking random bristles off your painted surfaces, spend a little money on a decent quality brush. If your budget can’t handle high-end brushes, a mid-range priced brush will do a more than adequate job. So, a couple of average brushes in various widths from maybe 1" (2.5 cm) up to 4" (10.2 cm), some with flat heads and a couple with an angled head, should handle most of your paint projects, along with a set of small art brushes.
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I personally don’t like to use sponge brushes if I can help it. While they’re quite inexpensive, they are basically disposable, don’t last long, and you’ll end up with bits of sponge stuck in your paint if you don’t discard and use a new one pretty regularly. So stick with bristle brushes whenever possible.

One trick I’ve learned is to use a paintbrush cover to eliminate the need to be constantly rinsing out brushes. My mom used to use plastic wrap to tightly seal the brush head after using it to keep the air out, and allow her to pick up the project in a day or so without having to wash her brush out. I discovered Paint Ponchos, which are basically small plastic pouches with a drawstring at the top. You can slip your wet brush into it and draw the string tight, and that will keep your brush for weeks and weeks! That really came in handy while I was writing this book, since I was pretty much building and painting nonstop for several weeks, so I saved lots of time not having to rinse off my brushes each evening. Plus you save on water!


PUTTING TOGETHER A TOOLBOX

Since you’re reading this book and it’s all about building things, I’m going to assume that you have some tools. With just the basic toolbox, you will be able to build nearly all of the projects in this book. If you don’t have these basic tools and own a home or live on a farm, you’re probably going to need them at some point anyway—so now’s a great time to assemble them.



Some tools aren’t mandatory, like a cordless drill with a screw bit. You can absolutely just use a regular screwdriver like the pioneers did and manually screw everything in place—but c’mon! A cordless drill comes in so handy for so many things, it’s worth buying yourself an early birthday present. Go get one!

Likewise, you will need something to cut boards to length, which is called a cross cut. You can use a handsaw, like the good old-fashioned one like your grandparents probably had hanging in the barn. However, if you don’t want to spend literally all day sawing away, go get yourself a power saw. A table saw, a handsaw, a miter saw, a chop saw, a circular saw, a rotary saw, or a jigsaw all have different strengths and weaknesses. Take a look at the projects you want to make and buy the saw that will make your life easiest.

Here are my two cents on saws. For the longest time, all I had was a circular saw and a jigsaw. The circular saw was great for all kinds of cutting when large boards were involved, and the jigsaw with its interchangeable blades was my go to for fine cutting on thinner boards or for cutting curves. Then, a few years ago, my husband bought me a miter saw for Christmas and I was in heaven! I love my miter saw for making cross cuts. It’s so much fun to use! It’s easier to handle than a circular saw, and it’s far easier to use to cut a straight line—and you can cut angles! Can you cut boards at an angle with a circular saw? Absolutely. Can you complete every project with just one type of saw? You sure can. But it’s much easier with the right tools.
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As far as other tools go, I don’t have too much to say. If you’re the type of person who needs every angle to be perfectly square and everything perfectly level, then you’ll probably want to invest in a good level if you don’t already have one. Personally, I am more the type to just eyeball it, and that’s another nice thing about building for your chickens—they don’t care about perfection. Aside from extras like this that may bring some polish to your projects, you’ll find the basic toolbox and an assortment of screws, nails, screw bits, and drill bits will have you building in no time.

Wood screws in various lengths from 1" (25 mm) to 3" (76 mm) come in handy for all kinds of repairs and projects around a farmstead or house. I mostly use sheetrock screws because they come in all sizes, they are inexpensive, and they drive easily. They are not really meant for outdoor use, and they do rust, but they still last for years in the weather. A handful of finishing nails—thin nails without heads—should be found in most homes because they can be used for everything from hanging pictures to installing a chair rail or shiplap. Common nails are larger in size and have heads and are useful for all kinds of outdoor repairs from fencing to decking.

A regular #2 Phillips head screw bit is indispensable for any homeowner to screw things together, and small bits to drill pilot holes come in handy as well. A pilot hole is just a simple trick for making screwing in an screw eye or other screw into a board easier by making a small hole first that helps the screw dig in to the wood more easily and go in straighter.

For each project in this book, there’s a materials list and a tools list for all the items that you will need. Any specialty tools required will also be highlighted, so you will know at a glance if you want to continue with that particular project.


Note:

I love finding old tools at antique stores or tag sales. Those old tools were so well made, and the ones that look like they’ve been well loved, well cared for, and well used are my favorites. Well, that’s not true: the tools that my grandfather passed down to my mom and my mom recently passed down to me are my absolute favorites. To have built projects in this book with a hammer, crowbar, or saw that I know my grandfather held in his hands, to me was just priceless.



The Basic Toolbox

[image: image] Claw hammer

[image: image] Pry bar or crowbar

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit and several sizes of drill bits (1/8" [3 mm], 1/4" [6 mm], 1/2" [13 mm], 11/2" [38 mm])
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SAFETY WARNINGS
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Many of the projects in this book will have you using basic power tools, including an electric saw and drill. Other tools used in various projects include a hammer, screwdriver, and crowbar. Be sure to keep small children, pets, and your chickens away from the work area while using any type of tools. Chickens and ducks are naturally curious and generally unafraid of loud noises, but they’re not good construction helpers! So keep them penned up while you’re busy building.



Chickens and ducks also like to eat shiny things they find on the ground, so be sure to check, and double check, your work area for any screws, nails, bolts, pieces of wire, or other small scraps of metal or plastic when you’re finished. Pick up any debris when you’re done. If an animal swallows a piece of metal that contains zinc, lead, or other metal, they can suffer hardware disease, which is heavy metal poisoning, or a punctured internal organ, which will likely involve a visit to your local vet. It could even result in death.

Use caution with any glue, adhesive, or other non-edible substances; and don’t leave paint cans, tubes, or bottles open and unattended. Choosing a chalk paint or other nontoxic, low-VOC (volatile organic compound) paint is always a good idea when you’re doing a project that will be in the chickens’ area as well. As a rule of thumb, anything you would feel comfortable using in a baby’s room in your home should be fine to use in your chicken coop.


Note:

I actually like to leave much of the wood I use to build with natural and then apply some beeswax-based cutting board finish or wood butter. Just a bit rubbed in to the bare wood gives it a nice shine, adds a bit of protection from moisture and the elements, and is safe to use around your animals and family.



Safety Equipment

When using any type of tool, please remember to use the proper safety equipment, including safety glasses, hearing protection, a dust mask, work gloves, and hard-toed shoes, as well as any other precautions the situation calls for. Tie long hair back, remove jewelry, and avoid loose-fitting clothing, especially tops with long sleeves. Unplug tools when they’re not in use. Don’t leave tools or hardware lying around in the yard when you’re done. And remember, a bit of common sense goes a long way!



PALLET SAFETY

In this book there’s a whole chapter of projects using wooden pallets. If you keep your eyes peeled when you’re out in town, you can usually find free pallets. Some reliable locations include behind feed stores, department stores, or supermarkets. Check with the store first to make sure they are okay with you picking them up, and then choose the cleanest pallets you can find. You never know what might have spilled on a stained pallet, and you certainly don’t want a pallet with battery acid, chemicals, or other harmful substances near your family or animals. Also, always choose unpainted pallets. While most paint colors that are used on pallets are safe, why take any chances? And anyway, naturally aged wood is the prettiest in my opinion!



Additionally, you will need to learn to read the codes on the pallets to ensure you’re only using pallets made of untreated wood free of any chemicals or pesticides. If you can’t find any code stamped on a pallet, it’s likely a pallet that was only used domestically within the United States, it hasn’t been treated, and it is most likely safe to use, but just to be on the safe side, choose pallets that have been stamped so you know for sure.

You want to see the IPPC stamp on any pallet you are considering using for any project. IPPC stands for International Plant Protection Convention and covers pallets that are used and shipped internationally. All pallets that are stamped IPPC are made from wood that has been certified free from chemicals, plant diseases, or invasive pests. You also need to look for a second stamp. Each pallet also has a code stamped on it that states the country it originated from (US for the United States, GB for Great Britain, FR for France).
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Note:

If you’re not comfortable using pallets at all, you can substitute 1 × 3 or 1 × 4 (19 × 76 mm or 19 × 102 mm) boards for the pallet slats in any of the projects. Purchased dimensional lumber is not actually the stated size, so a 1 × 2 is actually 3/4" thick by 11/2" wide (19 by 38 mm), while most pallet slats are 1/2" (13 mm) thick and vary from 3 to 5" wide (76 to 127 mm). The metric equivalents are actual sizes.


There’s also code that indicates if the wood has been treated. HT stands for heat-treated. KD stands for kiln-dried. Both of these methods are completely safe and indicate non-chemical treatment of that pallet to kill any bugs and bug larvae and to remove moisture from the wood so the pallets don’t warp over time. These are good to see on the pallets you intend to use, especially for projects in your garden, coop, or home!

DB stands for debarked and merely means the bark was removed from the wood. Pallets are also safe to use if you see the letters EPAL, which stands for European Pallet Association. These pallets have not been treated with chemicals and should be equally safe to use.

One nice thing about pallets is that they age beautifully when left out in the elements, so I like to keep a stack behind our barn at all times! If you’re a fan of the rustic look, you’ll want to start collecting your pallets now so they’re properly weathered by the time you’re ready to start building!


Steer Clear of Methyl Bromide

One pallet stamp you don’t want to see is MB, which stands for methyl bromide. A pallet treated with this dangerous pesticide should never be used for any type of craft project or garden project or burned in a fire pit. Now banned from use on pallets, MB is a toxic carcinogen that poses serious health risks to anyone handling the pallets and has been linked to abdominal pain, convulsions, dizziness, headache, labored breathing, vomiting, weakness, hallucinations, loss of speech, and loss of coordination in those working with them. MB has also been found to cause ozone layer depletion.

So stay away from these pallets, mostly coming from Asia (CN stands for China), because even though they’re no longer approved, there still could be some old pallets treated with MB floating around. Also avoid pallets stamped EUR, which may have been treated.



Lead Paint

Lead paint warning: The scrap wood I use is always bare, unpainted wood, but if you are using painted lumber scraps take care not to use boards painted with lead paint, which was banned from use in 1971. Lead paint can lead to hardware disease or heavy metal poisoning in chickens, which is a serious condition that can cause health problems and even death as the heavy metals enter the blood stream and slowly poison the chicken. Since chickens are prone to peck at things indiscriminately, it’s best to err on the side of caution if you’re not sure and avoid using painted wood scraps.



PREPARING A PALLET FOR DIY PROJECTS

I leave the pallets I have on hand in one piece until I’m ready to use one. The reason for this is that I might want to repurpose or refashion one mostly as is, only cutting down the pallet or removing some of the boards, while for other projects, I just want the boards.



For example, the Swinging Bench only requires cutting a pallet in half; and the Pallet Tool Holder uses a full pallet. In contrast, you’re going to have to completely dismantle an entire pallet if you want to use it as a source of free lumber to build the Step Stool and cute Coop Shutters.
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Pallets are held together with nails. The older the pallet, the tougher it can be to loosen the nails, so you will want to keep a hammer and pry bar or crowbar on hand to pry off pallet boards. If you plan on taking apart a fair number of pallets, then investing in a clever tool called a pallet buster will likely pay off. It’s basically two metal feet with a handle that you can leverage to pop the slats from the pallet frame quickly and usually in one piece.

On older pallets, the boards can be stubborn, and sometimes I end up using a saw to cut the middle portion of each board from the pallet frame, leaving the part that’s nailed to the base intact. For lots of projects, I just need a short piece of wood, and those boards work great. This method requires far less effort than trying to wrench the nails out of the pallet frame. Either way, it’s a good idea to have more pallets than you think you will need, because some boards split or break when you’re trying to remove them.


STENCIL IT!

Several of the projects in this book call for lettering or similar design elements. If you are artistically inclined, please feel free to just whip out your paintbrush and hand letter directly on the board. (Also, I envy you, as I can’t do this myself!) Some of you might already own one of those fancy vinyl stencil machines. If you do, then you can use that to create the lettering for the projects.



For the rest of you, who, like me, aren’t quite as talented and don’t own a stencil machine, here’s a handy trick to make a template and achieve near-professional lettering results without having to hire an artist. All you need to make a template is a computer with a word-processing program, a printer, a pencil, and piece of carbon tracing paper. If you can trace letters, you can do this!


HERE’S HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN TEMPLATES:

1. Open your word-processing program.



2. Change the paper orientation to landscape.

3. Find a font you like and type your word or phrase.

4. Adjust the font size to fit the space you need it to fill on the board/project.

5. Print it out on regular paper. At this point, I eyeball it and end up printing it out and adjusting the font size a few times until it’s the perfect size.

6. Trim loosely around the word to remove most of the excess paper.

7. Cut a piece of carbon tracing paper to the same size and lay it down on your board.

8. Lay your word template over the carbon paper and center it where you want it.

9. Using a sharp pencil, trace around the outline of all the letters.

10. Lift the paper and carbon paper and discard.

11. Using a fine-tipped brush and acrylic paint, fill in the letters.


Note: If you use a photo editing program, you will have more font and design options. The procedure to use them is basically the same; you’ll just be creating the file in a different way before printing it out.





CHAPTER
2

QUICK & EASY PROJECTS

If you’re brand new to DIY or looking for a quick project, then this chapter is for you! You’ll find these projects require only simple tools and should take only an hour or two to complete. That doesn’t mean they are any less fun or useful than some of the other more complicated projects, though! It just means they’re a great place to start—and those of you who are experts at swinging a hammer will likely be able to complete one before you finish your morning coffee. A couple projects, including the Cutting Board Coop Sign and the Chalkboard Hatch Countdown Calendar, don’t even require any tools!

Projects for your coop, like the Mason Jar Grit/Calcium Dispenser or the Removable Dropping Board will make your life easier, while the Chair Nesting Area and Board Swing will delight your chickens, I’m sure! And once you complete a few of these projects that do require basic tools and beginner building skills, hopefully you’ll feel confident moving on to some of the more involved projects in this book.

Well, enough chitchat … let’s get started! Are you ready? Pick up your hammer and let’s get building!

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

◁ CUTTING BOARD COOP SIGN

Let’s ease into DIY slowly. This first project is a cute sign for your coop that doesn’t even require tools, unless you need to drill a small hole in the cutting board to hang your sign or you are going to use a scrap board instead of a cutting board.

This is a quick, easy, fun project that would make a sweet coop-warming gift for a new chicken keeper. If you don’t have an old cutting board on hand that you’re willing to give up, keep an eye out at yard sales, thrift shops, and secondhand shops or antique stores. Alternatively, you can just cut a board to size and use that, but I recommend using a sweet vintage cutting board to make this sign!

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Old rectangular cutting board with a handle or board cut in the approximate shape of a cutting board



[image: image] Tracing paper

[image: image] White or cream acrylic paint

[image: image] 18" (45.7 cm) cloth ribbon

[image: image] Nail


TOOLS

[image: image] Pencil



[image: image] Art paintbrush

[image: image] Drill with 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit

[image: image] Scissors

[image: image] Hammer


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. Either hand letter or print out the letters for the word you’ve chosen in a computer program where you can change the font size so it fits to the size of your cutting board. (If you want to match the board shown here, replace the first “O" in the word “coop" with the silhouette of a chicken and egg … though any word of your choice, such as “home" or “love" will work just as well.) Using the tracing paper and pencil, transfer the outline of the word to the board. Apply the acrylic paint, filling in the letters of the word, with the art paintbrush and then let dry.



2. If your cutting board doesn’t have a hole in the handle, then drill a hole to hang your sign in your coop.

3. With the scissors, cut a length of pretty ribbon and tie it around the handle. Hammer a nail into an appropriate place to hang your cutting board in your coop or present it as a coop-warming gift to a chicken keeping friend.

[image: Image]

◁ MASON JAR GRIT/CALCIUM DISPENSER

Here’s a quick project for your coop. It’s a handy grit or calcium supplement dispenser. Chickens need grit—small stones, pebbles, or coarse dirt—to help them digest the food they eat. They also need some sort of calcium supplement like crushed eggshell or oyster shell to ensure they are getting enough calcium to create nice, strong eggshells.

While commercial calcium supplements and grit are widely available, crushed eggshells and dirt from the yard suffice in my coop to give my chickens the things they need for digestion and egg production.

Since both of these supplements should be offered free-choice to your chickens at all times, you can buy a small cage cup or use a rabbit feeder to dispense the supplements—or you can make these fun dispensers out of a few scrap boards and Mason jars. I used some scrap wood I found in the barn and pretty blue Mason jars, but remember, feel free to use what you happen to have laying around. There are no rules here!

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] 1 × 4 (19 × 102 mm) board cut to 7" (17.8 cm) long



[image: image] 1 × 4 (19 × 102 mm) board cut to 41/2" (11.4 cm) long

[image: image] Wood glue

[image: image] Two 1/2" (13 mm) corner braces with screws

[image: image] Polyurethane finish

[image: image] Food-safe epoxy

[image: image] Lid and ring for a quart-sized Mason jar

[image: image] Pint-sized Mason jar without lid or ring

[image: image] Two pieces of 18- or 20-gauge galvanized steel wire, each approximately 14" (35.6 cm) long

[image: image] Finishing nail


TOOLS

[image: image] Miter or circular saw



[image: image] Paintbrush

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit and 1/2" (13 mm) and 1/8" (3 mm) drill bits

[image: image] Pencil

[image: image] Hammer


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. With the saw, cut your boards to the lengths listed above. Then, using the wood glue, secure the board you’re using for the base (the shorter board) to the very bottom of the board you’re using for the back. Let the glue dry completely. Once it’s dry, attach the corner braces to the back for additional support.



2. Apply two coats of clear polyurethane to the wood with the paintbrush and let dry completely.


[image: Image]

3. Using the epoxy, adhere the quart jar lid upside down into the ring and let dry, and then epoxy the lid to the dispenser base. Let dry. Drill a 1/2" (13 mm) hole near the top of the dispenser for easy hanging.




[image: Image]

4. Inverting the Mason jar so the top lip is just a bit above the base of the lid, use a pencil to mark holes for the wire. Mark two holes just where the neck of the Mason jar starts to widen and then two more about 1" (2.5 cm) lower than the bottom of the Mason jar. Using the smaller drill bit, drill the holes. With the jar in place, run the wire through the holes and twist the ends to secure the jar in the back.



5. Hammer a nail to your coop wall, positioned so your dispenser will be situated at chicken level, about 8" (20.3 cm) off the ground.

6. To use, fill the Mason jar with shells or grit; then, holding the dispenser with the base at the top, slide the jar into the wire supports. Then carefully turn the dispenser over and hang in your coop or run. To refill, lift the jar out of the wire supports, fill, and replace.

[image: Image]

◁ REMOVABLE DROPPING BOARD

Here’s a handy and practical project for your coop. Make coop cleaning easier and extend the life of your bedding by installing a removable dropping board under your roosts. Your chickens should spend their days outside, except when they’re laying eggs, and come in only to sleep, which means that most of the droppings inside the coop end up under the roosts. This simple idea of positioning a board underneath the roosts that can easily be removed will make clean up a breeze. This version is attached with screw eyes and hooks, making it simple to just lift off, scrape or hose off, and then replace.

Since we raise ducks as well as chickens, installing this dropping board meant that the ducks could sleep under the roosts and not get pooped on while they slept! It’s been a real godsend.

There are no specific measurements below, because the dropping board is a custom fit. You will need to measure your roosting space and adjust accordingly.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Two 1 × 10 (19 × 254 mm) boards or a piece of 3/4" plywood, almost as big as your roosting area



[image: image] Two 1 × 2 (19 × 38 mm) boards, 16"–18" (40.6–45.7 cm) long

[image: image] Two 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) boards, 20" (50.8 cm) long

[image: image] Eight 11/4" (32 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] High-gloss paint

[image: image] Scrap of vinyl linoleum flooring (optional)

[image: image] Four 3" (76 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Two 33/8" (86 mm) ceiling hooks

[image: image] Two 115/16" (49 mm) screw eyes


TOOLS

[image: image] Tape measure



[image: image] Circular or miter saw

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips screw bit and 1/8" (3 mm) drill bit

[image: image] Roller or paintbrush


INSTRUCTIONS

1. Using a tape measure, measure the space underneath your roosting bars and cut your boards just shy of that length with the saw.



2. Lay your boards side by side and, using the 11/4" (32 mm) screws, screw a 1 × 2 (19 × 38 mm) board to the underside of each end to connect the boards into a platform. If using a sheet of plywood, skip this step.

3. Using a roller or paintbrush, paint the top (bottom, optional) with at least two coats of high-gloss paint. Or you could use roofing nails or carpet tacks to nail a scrap piece of vinyl flooring to the top for easy clean-up. While the paint is drying, screw a ceiling hook into the underside of either end of your lowest roosting bar, using the drill bit to make a pilot hole first.


[image: Image]

4. Once the paint is dry, twist a screw eye into each of the two front corners of the dropping board, lining each up with a corresponding ceiling hook.



5. Hang the front of the platform by the hooks, then measure and cut the 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) boards so the back of the dropping board can rest on them and sit level.


[image: Image]

6. Screw the 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) boards to the back wall of your coop with the 3" (76 mm) screws, one on either side under the roosting bars. Hang your board by sliding it onto the boards, then hooking the front.



[image: Image]


[image: Image]

7. Each morning when you open up your coop, simply lift your board off the hooks and scrape the droppings into your compost pile or hose them off, then replace the board.



[image: Image]

◁ CHAIR NESTING AREA

Some of my chickens love their privacy, while others don’t mind laying in full view of everyone! This portable chair nesting area is great if you have one hen separated in a different area who needs a place to lay her eggs, or if you need to block off your nesting boxes to prevent a broody from being … well, broody!

It’s really handy to have a freestanding nesting area for many reasons. Maybe you want to close up the coop for the day to clean it or air it out, or maybe—horror of horrors—you are battling poultry mites and really need to give the coop a good scrubbing. This nesting chair can be moved outside under the shade of a tree on those summer days when the coop gets too hot for your hens.

Choose an enamelware, rubber, or metal pan. The pan should be sized to leave at least 2 inches (5 cm) of chair around the perimeter once the hole is cut. Five to six inches (12.7 to 15.2 cm) deep will allow enough depth to add some soft bedding to cushion the eggs.

You could make several and line up the chairs inside the coop in a row for your hens to use for every day. If you can find an old bench, even better! You can cut two or three holes and make a row of nests in that.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Old wooden chair



[image: image] Enamelware, rubber, or metal pan

[image: image] Paint, stain, or polyurethane (optional)


TOOLS

[image: image] Permanent marker



[image: image] Drill and 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit

[image: image] Jigsaw

[image: image] Paintbrush (optional)


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. Using the pan as a template, set it in the center of the seat of the chair and trace around the base with a permanent marker. Make a pilot hole with the drill bit to get started, then, using the jigsaw, cut the seat, following the circle you traced. Enlarge the circle if needed so the pan will sit in the hole, held in place by the lip. Paint, stain, or polyurethane the chair with paintbrush if desired, then set the pan into the hole you cut out.




[image: Image]

2. Set the chair in the corner of your coop or sheltered area in your run and fill the pan with chopped straw or pine shavings and a sprinkle of dried herbs for a little aromatherapy for your laying hens to enjoy.



[image: Image]

◁ SMALL FOOTPRINT COUNTERTOP EGG HOLDER

When you raise chickens, there will be times of the year when you have more eggs than you know what to do with. Since unwashed eggs don’t need to be refrigerated, it’s always fun to display some of your prettiest eggs out on the counter. However, I’ve found most of the egg holders on the market take up too much space. This egg holder is perfect to set right up against your kitchen backsplash on the counter because of its long, thin footprint. It will hold up to ten eggs and takes up hardly any space!

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] 1 × 3 (19 × 76 mm) board cut to 20" (50.8 cm) long



[image: image] Wood glue

[image: image] Food-safe paint or wood butter


TOOLS

[image: image] Miter saw or circular saw



[image: image] Tape measure or yardstick

[image: image] Pencil

[image: image] Drill

[image: image] 220-grit sandpaper

[image: image] Clamps or a few heavy books

[image: image] Paintbrush


SPECIALTY TOOLS

[image: image] 11/2" (38 mm) hole saw with pilot bit




INSTRUCTIONS

1. Cut two 1/2" (13 mm) slices from one end of the board with the saw and set aside. With a pencil, draw a straight line across the middle of the board lengthwise. Centered on that line, measure in 11/4" from one end and mark a dot, then from that point, mark nine more points along the midline, 2" apart. These points will be where you will center your drill bit to cut your holes.



2. Using the 11/2" (38 mm) hole saw, drill holes through the board where you’ve marked. Clamping the board to a sacrificial work surface will prevent it from spinning while you drill through. Lightly sand the top and sides of your board, making sure to sand smooth around the inside edges of the holes as well.


[image: Image]

3. Using the wood glue, glue the 1/2" (13 mm) pieces you cut off the end of the board to either end of the underside of the board to form feet and clamp them until they are completely dry (or set a stack of heavy books on top).




[image: Image]

4. Paint your board with nontoxic, food safe paint if desired or wipe with some wood butter. Let it dry completely, then set it against your kitchen counter backsplash and fill it with your prettiest eggs!



[image: Image]

◁ DIPPY EGGS AND TOAST BREAKFAST TRAY

Eggs are a favorite at our house, and I’m sure yours, as well! This cute little breakfast tray will elevate any simple farmhouse breakfast, but it works especially well for eggs and toast, especially dippy eggs. Dippy eggs are soft-cooked and served with thin slices of buttered toast to dip into the runny, yolky goodness.

This single-serving tray features a special spot for two hard- or soft-boiled eggs, or one egg and a flower picked fresh from the garden! It also allows plenty of room for toast or a small bowl of fruit or a yogurt alongside. It’s the perfect project to make with a nice scrap of wood left over from another project. In fact, if you’ve got a few extra cabinet handles or drawer pulls just taking up space in the garage, round them up and make your tray match the rest of your kitchen! Why not make a tray for each member of your family?

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] 1 × 6 (19 × 152 mm) board cut to 10" (25.4 cm) long



[image: image] Wood butter or cutting board finish

[image: image] Two drawer pulls or handles with screws


TOOLS

[image: image] Drill with 11/2" (38 mm) hole saw bit and 1/4" drill bit for handles



[image: image] #2 Phillips head screw bit or bit to fit handle screws

[image: image] Jigsaw

[image: image] 220-grit sandpaper


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. Use the jigsaw to round off all four corners of the board.



2. Using the 11/2" (38 mm) hole saw, drill two holes in one end of the board, about 1" (2.5 cm) from the short edge and spaced equidistant from each other.

3. Lightly sand the top, bottom, and sides of the board plus inside the two holes to remove any rough spots or splinters. Using food-safe wood butter or cutting board finish, rub all the exposed wood surfaces.


[image: Image]

4. If installing drawer pulls, mark the location of the pulls. Drill pilot holes and screw a handle to either end of the board using a screwdriver. Your board is done!



[image: Image]


Try This!

Cook two eggs to a soft boil (about 4 minutes in boiling salted water), so there’s still some nice, runny yolky goodness inside. Gently knock the tops off with a knife, season with salt and fresh ground pepper, and set one egg in each hole. Toast two slices of bread, spread with butter, then cut into thin strips and arrange on the board with a pretty napkin. Breakfast is served!


[image: Image]

◁ REUSABLE CHALKBOARD HATCH COUNTDOWN CALENDAR

Waiting for baby chicks to hatch is an exercise in patience. Make the three-week incubation period fly by with this cute countdown calendar. Fun for kids and adults alike, this chalkboard calendar can be used over and over to track how many days are left until you have new chicks!

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Piece of board or plywood, 11" (27.9 cm) wide and 16" (40.6 cm) long



[image: image] Chalkboard paint

[image: image] Pencil

[image: image] White carbon tracing paper

[image: image] White acrylic paint

[image: image] Extra-fine point white paint pen

[image: image] Acrylic paint in color of your choice

[image: image] Piece of chalk

[image: image] Two 24" (61 cm) lengths of ribbon to coordinate with the paint


TOOLS

[image: image] Drill with 1/4" (6 mm) drill bit



[image: image] Paintbrush

[image: image] Small art paintbrush


INSTRUCTIONS

1. Drill a hole in the upper right and left corners of the board using a 1/4" (6 mm) drill bit. Paint the board with three coats of chalkboard paint using the paintbrush, letting the paint dry completely in between coats.



2. Print out templates using a decorative font in a word-processing program as follows:

• HATCH COUNTDOWN measuring about 1" (2.5 cm) high and 10" (25.4 cm) long

• Week 1, Week 2, and Week 3 each measuring about 3/4" (1.9 cm) high and 11/4" (3.2 cm) long)

• Egg Cutout about 2" (5.1 cm) high and 11/2" (3.8 cm) wide at the widest point

• Numbers 1 through 21 about 1" (2.5 cm) high


[image: Image]

3. Position your templates on the board and trace the outlines using white carbon tracing paper, then paint using the small art brush and the white paint pen (for the smaller outlines) as shown, with Hatch Countdown centered at the top and spacing out seven eggs across each of the rows for weeks 1 through 3. Paint the numbers 1 through 21 inside the corresponding eggs.




[image: Image]

4. Once your sign is completely dry, thread one length of the ribbon through each of the holes and knot each end to secure it, and then tie the loose ends into a bow. Hang your calendar on the wall near your nesting boxes if you’re hatching under a hen or near your incubator if you’re going that route. Cross off each day of the incubation period throughout the three weeks using a piece of chalk.



[image: Image]

◁ DOWEL COOP ORGANIZER for TOOLS

This project was originally going to be an herb drying rack, but I realized it made a far better tool holder. I found myself hanging my coop feather duster, metal paint scraper for the dropping board, an old feed scoop and the stiff brush I use to clean my coop on it during the off-season! It’s handy to keep all your coop tools in one convenient place.

This organizer could also be used as a handy organizer to hang your garden tools.

And don’t worry—I designed a better rack to dry your herbs shown here!

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] 1 × 6 (19 × 152 mm) board, 371/2" (95.3 cm) long



[image: image] One 2" (5.1 cm) length of dowel (to use as a spacer)

[image: image] Fourteen 4" (10.2 cm) lengths of 1/2" (13 mm) diameter dowel

[image: image] Wood glue

[image: image] Stain

[image: image] Polyurethane


TOOLS

[image: image] Pencil



[image: image] Drill with 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit

[image: image] Paintbrush


INSTRUCTIONS

1. At each end of the board, mark the midpoint. Draw a pencil line down the middle of the board lengthwise. Using the 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit and the 2" (5.1 cm) spacer, drill fourteen holes, each spaced 2" (5.1 cm) apart, along the line, leaving 2" (5.1 cm) at either end of the board.




[image: Image]

2. Glue a dowel into each hole and let them dry.



3. Stain and polyurethane the board with paintbrush, allowing to dry between coats. Once the board is dry, drill a small pilot hole in each corner to make it easier to screw your tool rack to the wall of your coop, barn, or garage.


[image: Image]

4. Then assemble all your tools and hang them up.



[image: Image]

◁ CLOTHESPIN HERB DRYING RACK

Flies are a nuisance, and they carry disease. Of course, you can’t spray chemical insect sprays in and around your coop, so natural pest repellents are your best bet. This simple rack made from a scrap piece of wood is the perfect size to mount above most roosts or nesting boxes.

Deck it out with some pest-repelling herbs to help with fly control: lavender, mint, rosemary, or thyme all work well. If your chickens decide to nibble on these herbs, that’s okay, too!

I grow a lot of herbs, which means that I dry a lot of herbs. Herbs love being pinched and trimmed all through the season, so I find myself with bunches of herbs all the time. This drying rack is pretty cute. I think it would look nice not only in your coop but in your pantry, sunroom, or even your kitchen!

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] 1 × 2 (19 × 38 mm) board cut to 30" (76.2 cm) long



[image: image] Polyurethane adhesive or wood glue (I prefer Gorilla Glue)

[image: image] Herbs template printed on a sheet of paper no more than 4" to 5" (10 to 12 cm) long

[image: image] Tracing paper

[image: image] Black acrylic paint

[image: image] Eight spring-loaded wooden clothespins

[image: image] Two finishing nails

[image: image] Cutting board finish


TOOLS

[image: image] Tape measure



[image: image] Pencil

[image: image] Paintbrush

[image: image] Hammer


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. With a tape measure, measure 1" (2.5 cm) in from either end of your board and mark the spot with a pencil. Then make three marks at 3" (7.6 cm) increments from each end for a total of eight marks. Center the template on the board, and using the tracing paper, trace the word Herbs in the center of the board and paint.



[image: Image]

2. When the paint is dry, glue a clothespin at each pencil mark and let dry completely. Once the glue is dry, use the hammer and nails to nail your herb drying rack to the wall where desired and then go harvest some herbs. Clip the stems with the clothespins and let them air dry completely, then crush the leaves and store them in labeled Mason jars for later use.



[image: Image]

◁ CHICKEN TREAT BAR

Instead of tossing treats on the ground when it’s wet or muddy, this easy-to-make treat bar allows you to offer your flock a variety of clean, unstepped on tasty treats. The removable treat pails are easy to fill and refill, and can be removed for easy cleaning. And the bar folds for convenient storage.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Two boards, 6" (15.2 cm) wide and 24" (61 cm) long



[image: image] Six 4" (10.2 cm) pots (terra-cotta or plastic flowerpots, galvanized pails, etc.)

[image: image] Paint (optional)

[image: image] Set of 2" (5.1 cm) hinges with screws


TOOLS

[image: image] Paintbrush (optional)



[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit


SPECIALTY TOOLS

[image: image] 4" (10.2 cm) hole saw with pilot bit




INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. On each board, position three or four pots per board 1" to 2" (2.5 to 5.1 cm) from the side edge, equidistant from each other and mark around the circumference with a pencil. Using the circles as a cutting guide, drill your holes in the boards with the 4" (10.2 cm) hole saw.




[image: Image]

2. Paint the boards, if desired. This is a great project to use up that little bit of leftover paint. Let dry and then attach the hinges to the long edge of each board so they will stand up in an inverted V. This will make your buffet table foldable for storage when it’s not in use.




[image: Image]

3. Fill the pots with seeds, scratch grains, nuts, or other treats and set one pot in each hole. As an alternative, you can plant herbs, grasses, or microgreens in the pots and let the chickens graze once the seedlings appear.



[image: Image]

◁ PANED WINDOW COOP MIRROR

Preening its feathers is a chicken’s favorite pastime. Preening removes parasites, distributes oils onto feathers, and generally keeps feathers in good condition.

Installing a mirror in your coop for your little divas can help prevent boredom—I truly believe they like looking in the mirror! Some say that roosters will try to attack the handsome fellow they see in the reflection, so take care if you do have a rooster in your flock, but if it’s all hens for you, why not give them a mirror to enjoy?

You can pick up an old mirror at a yard sale or secondhand store, or DIY your own using an old paned window. If you’re lucky, you can find one along the roadside on trash day or at a local recycle center. If not, old windows pop up for sale at antique shops or online auctions pretty regularly—but scoring a free one is the way to go!

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Old wooden paned window



[image: image] Mirror cut to size for each pane

[image: image] Paint/stain/polyurethane, if desired

[image: image] Glazing points or small finishing nails

[image: image] Two 1" (2.5 cm) screw eyes

[image: image] Picture hanging wire several inches longer than the width of the window


TOOLS

[image: image] Utility knife



[image: image] Putty knife

[image: image] Needle-nose pliers

[image: image] Tape measure

[image: image] Paintbrush, for painting or staining the frame

[image: image] Hammer


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. To get started, scrape out any old putty or caulk around the window frame using a utility knife or putty knife as needed.



2. Next, pull out any nails or glazing points holding the window panes in place with the pliers, then carefully remove the panes of glass. Measure the openings with a tape measure or bring the panes with you to your local home improvement center and have mirrored glass cut to fit each opening in the window frame.


[image: Image]

3. Paint, stain, or polyurethane the window and let it dry completely. Once dry, insert the mirror panes into the frame and lightly tap in new glazing points or small finishing nails with a hammer to hold each pane in place.



4. Screw an eye into the back of the frame on either side near the top, then run a length of the wire and twist it around the screw eyes to secure it.


[image: Image]

5. Hang your new mirror in your coop at chicken level and let your girls admire their reflections!



[image: Image]

◁ BOARD SWING

This small swing is the perfect size to install either in your coop—if you have a walk-in style coop—or in a small run to keep your chickens occupied and give them something to do. It’s a simple project that you should be able to finish in an hour or so, so go find a board and get your girls swinging!

Chickens are the ultimate prey animals. It seems that anything and everything wants to eat them! So as part of their DNA, they are programmed to seek high ground, whether indoors or out, to be safer from predators. As such, I always make sure to provide my chickens spots in their run where they can get up off the ground. I have found that they really seem to enjoy benches, perches, and swings. These things also are handy during mud season and during the winter because they allow the chickens to get up off the cold ground and out of the snow, ice, and mud.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] 2 × 6 (38 × 152 mm) board, 20" (50.8 cm) long



[image: image] 32" (81.3 cm) of clothesline or cotton roping cut into two 16" (40.6 cm) lengths

[image: image] Fabric scraps or ribbon

[image: image] 12' (3.7 m) of small gauge chain cut into two 6' (1.8 m) lengths

[image: image] Two 21/2" (6.4 cm) screw eyes


TOOLS

[image: image] Drill with 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit



[image: image] Fine sandpaper


INSTRUCTIONS

1. Drill two 1/2" (13 mm) holes at each end of the board, about 1" (2.5 cm) from the side, front, and back edges. Using the sandpaper, sand along the top edges and around the holes you just drilled to smooth the wood and remove any splinters. Thread a length of clothesline through the holes at either end to form a loop and tie a knot on both sides on the underside of the board to secure.




[image: Image]

2. Tie a scrap of fabric into a bow at the base of the front clothesline loop on either side. Loop one end of each piece of chain around the loop of clothesline and attach. Screw the eyes into your coop or run ceiling and secure the other end of each piece of chain through the screw eye to hang your swing.



[image: Image]


[image: Image]

3. If your chickens aren’t used to swinging, start the swing down low, just a few inches off the ground to let them get used to using it and then slowly raise it. Two feet (60 cm) or so off the ground is a good height.



[image: Image]

◁ BATH BOARD

Congratulations! You’ve made it through an entire chapter full of easy projects! You deserve a pat on the back—and also a nice, long, relaxing soak in the bathtub! Even if you haven’t built a thing yet, after a long day of taking care of chickens, weeding the garden, or working outside, I say it’s time to slip into a warm, soapy tub. It’s time for some me time!

That said, if you’re like me, you can sit still with your eyes closed for about two minutes before you get bored. Whether you prefer to page through magazines, peruse the latest chicken hatchery catalog, or read a book in the bathtub, this project is for you. Don’t forget a nice chilled glass of wine or sparkling cider, a face cloth or scrubbie, and maybe even a candle to create a little ambience.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] 1 × 10 (19 × 254 mm) board at least 6" (15.2 cm) longer than your bathtub is wide



[image: image] Two 1 × 3 (19 × 76 mm) boards cut to the width of the larger board

[image: image] Four 11/4" (32 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Polyurethane/stain

[image: image] 30" (76.2 cm) length of clothesline


TOOLS

[image: image] Circular or chop saw



[image: image] Jigsaw

[image: image] Pencil

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit and 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit

[image: image] 100 and 220 grit sandpaper

[image: image] Hand sander (optional)

[image: image] Paintbrush

[image: image] Scissors


INSTRUCTIONS

1. Using a circular or chop saw, cut the 1 × 10 (19 × 254 mm) board to length so at least 3" (7.6 cm) overhangs either side of your bathtub. Then round all four corners using your jigsaw. With the board in position across the tub, use a pencil to mark where the inner rim of the bathtub meets the underside of the board on each side.




[image: Image]

2. Using the drill, screw each 1 × 3 (19 × 76 mm) board to the underside of the large board aligned on the inside of the pencil marks. The small cross boards will be positioned inside the tub to keep your board in place.



3. Using the 100-grit and then 220-grit paper to get a nice smooth finish, sand all the cut edges or any rough spots on all the boards. If you have a hand sander, this would be the time to use it to be sure you really get rid of any rough edges.

4. Using the 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit, drill two equidistant holes on either end of the board, at least 1" (2.5 cm) from the end of the board and 3" (7.6 cm) in from each side. Stain and/or polyurethane your board using a paintbrush. Let it dry completely and then you’re ready to finish this fun project!


[image: Image]

5. Cut the clothesline in half with scissors and thread one length through the holes on either end and knot on the underside to use as handles. Stock your board with everything you need to make your spa time more enjoyable. Relax, you’ve earned it!






CHAPTER
3

HANDY PROJECTS

Now that you’ve made it through the quick and easy projects, welcome to the next level of DIY! I do hope you’ll continue on and give a few of these slightly more challenging projects a try. The projects in this chapter do require a bit more of a time commitment—and possibly some tricky cuts or techniques—but they all can mostly be made with the same basic tools. While they may be a bit more time-consuming, you’ll also find that the payoff is worth it.

One of my fun favorites is the Chick Jungle Gym, while the Feed Dolly and Boot Tree Stand will make your chicken keeping easier. Try one of them first or pick your own favorite—you can’t go wrong!

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

◁ REMOVABLE COOP ROOSTING LADDER

The perfect size for a typical backyard flock of five or six chickens, this lightweight removable roosting ladder can be positioned anywhere in your coop—whether you’re building from scratch, converting a shed or playhouse, or just need some additional roosting space in your existing coop.

The generous 20" (50.8 cm) width will allow two standard-sized chickens to roost comfortably side by side without being too crowded, and because the roosting ladder hooks to the wall, it’s easily removable to take outside and scrub clean as needed.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Two 1 × 5 (19 × 114 mm) boards cut to 54" (137.2 cm) long



[image: image] One piece of scrap wood cut to 15" (38.1 cm) long to use as a measuring tool

[image: image] Three 1 × 4 (19 × 102 mm) boards cut to 20" (50.8 cm) long

[image: image] Twelve 13/4" (3.2 cm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Two 21/2" (6.4 cm) screw eyes and hooks

[image: image] Nontoxic paint (optional)


TOOLS

[image: image] Miter saw



[image: image] Pencil

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit and 1/4" (6 mm) drill bit

[image: image] Level

[image: image] Hand sander or sandpaper


INSTRUCTIONS

1. With the miter saw set at a 45-degree angle, cut both ends of each of the 54" (137.2 cm) boards, making sure both ends angle in toward the same side. These will be the side supports. The angles ensure that the ladder will rest flat on the floor and also up against the wall. If you don’t have a miter saw, mark the 45-degree angles using a speed square or combination square and cut along the lines.



2. Using the 15" (38.1 cm) scrap board, measure up 15" (38.1 cm) from one end of each board, making marks at the 15" (38.1 cm), then up another 15" (38.1 cm), and up a third 15" (38.1 cm). Do the same along the other side of the board. This will position the three roosting boards along the supports. With the pencil, draw a line straight across each board, connecting the marks so you have three lines where the roosting boards will go—they will all be angled at 45 degrees.


[image: Image]

3. With the drill and using the pencil lines as a guide, drive a wood screw through the side board and into a roosting board, securing each roost along a pencil line. Only screw in one screw into each board at this point to allow for leveling of the boards at the end.



4. Line up the second side board and do the same, screwing through the board and into the corresponding roosting board, making sure the boards align with the pencil lines you made. Repeat with the third and last board.

5. Now lean the roost against a wall, making sure the base is resting flat on the ground and the upper ends are resting flat against the wall. Use the level to be sure each roost is correctly aligned and level to the ground, then drive a second screw into each board through the side support board.

6. Sand the tops and edges of the horizontal boards to remove any splinters or rough spots, then paint, if desired. When completely dry, drill a 1/4" (6 mm) pilot hole in the side of each support board about 1" (2.5 cm) from the top. Screw in the hooks, one per side.


[image: Image]

7. Position the roost in the coop and mark where the eyes need to be in the wall. Use the drill to make pilot holes in the coop wall and then screw in the eyes.



	

[image: Image]

8. Hook the roost to the wall and then stand back and watch to see who your alpha hen is! The higher a hen is in the pecking order, the higher roosting position she will warrant.



9. Toss the scrap board back into your woodpile. It might come in handy for another project. You never know!

[image: Image]

◁ CHICKEN-PROOF HERB GARDEN with HINGED WINDOW

I love growing herbs and planting some annuals each spring along with the various perennials that come back every year. It can be hard to figure out exactly when to get the plants in the ground—sometimes a late frost will occur—so having a small greenhouse to start plants in comes in really handy. The wooden paned window top of this one will help keep your seedlings or small plants warm at night but allow the sun in during the day, and it can be propped open on warm days to let heat escape. On extremely cold nights, you can even lay a tarp or blanket right over the top for a bit more insulation.

It’s the perfect size for a small kitchen herb garden. Herbs don’t take up much space, so you can fit a couple of different varieties in this size garden quite easily—more than enough for everyday cooking.

It’s versatile! The garden frame can be placed directly on the ground or used as a cover for your existing raised-bed garden.

But the best part? This herb garden is such a great design when you raise chickens. I can just lower the top when the chickens are free-ranging to keep them out, then raise it again once they’re back in their pen or coop. It becomes the perfect chicken-proof herb garden. (And don’t worry—they have their own herb garden next to the coop that they can snack on whenever they want!)

My window was 35" (88.9 cm) by 27" (68.6 cm); you will cut pieces to fit your window.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image] [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Wooden paned window



[image: image] One 1 × 10 (19 × 254 mm) board cut to the length of the long side of the window

[image: image] Two 2 × 10 (38 × 254 mm) boards cut to 13/4" (4.4 cm) less than the short sides

[image: image] One 1 × 6 (19 × 152 mm) board cut to the length of the long side of the window

[image: image] Paint (optional)

[image: image] Two 1 × 2 (19 × 38 mm) furring strips cut to 91/4" (23.5 cm) long

[image: image] Two 1 × 2 (19 × 38 mm) furring strips cut to 51/2" (14 cm) long

[image: image] 11/4" (32 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Old drawer handle or knob

[image: image] Two sets of 2" (5.1 cm) hinges with screws

[image: image] Long stick or dowel


TOOLS

[image: image] Tape measure



[image: image] Circular saw

[image: image] Pencil

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit and 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit


INSTRUCTIONS

1. To get started, measure the long side of your window with a tape measure. Using a circular saw, cut one 1 × 10 (19 × 254 mm) board and one 1 × 6 (19 × 152 mm) board to match the long side of the window (mine were 35" [88.9 cm] long). Then cut two 1 × 10 (19 × 254 mm) boards the length of the short side of the window minus 13/4" (4.4 cm). My window measured 27" (68.6 cm), so I cut the boards at 251/4" (64.1 cm).



2. To create the angled sides of the garden box, make a mark at 6" (15.2 cm) up from the bottom of one end of a short 1 × 10 (19 × 254 mm) board. Use a pencil to draw a line from this mark to the opposite top corner. Cut along that line with the saw. Repeat for the second short 1 × 10 (19 × 254 mm).

3. Paint the outside of each frame board and let dry. I used white paint to match the old window frame and just touched up the frame a bit while I was at it. I wasn’t terribly concerned about a perfect paint job. I tend to like the vintage, chippy look.


[image: Image]

4. Once the paint is dry, assemble the raised bed frame using the furring strips. Align the short furring strips at the front, shorter ends of the angled side pieces and screw into place. Repeat with the longer furring strips for the taller ends. Assemble the box by attaching the 1 × 6 (19 × 152 mm) to the front short end, driving the screws into the furring strip. Repeat with the 1 × 10 (19 × 254 mm) back. Be sure that the sides are inside the front and back boards.



[image: Image]


[image: Image]

5. Finally, screw the handle or knob to the bottom of the window and the hinges to the top edge, then screw the hinges to the frame.



[image: Image]


[image: Image]

6. Lay down cardboard inside the frame, cover with dirt or potting soil and plant your herbs. Use the stick or dowel to prop up your window during the day and then close it at night to keep your herbs warm on chilly spring evenings—or when your chickens are roaming free.



[image: Image]

◁ SLIDING BARN COOP DOOR

Sliding barn doors are beautiful and practical—and not just in barns but also in chicken coops. A sliding door is easy to open using an elbow or the toe of your boot when your arms are full. If you are using a door to separate sections of your coop, a sliding door will work much better than a hinged door when you have several inches (cm) of bedding on the coop floor.

I installed a sliding door in my coop to separate the sleeping area from the storage area and just love it! While I could have used a prefab door (you can often pick up a nice door at an antique or secondhand shop), I opted to build the door myself.

Hardware purchased as a kit made the installation super easy. The kits include top track, rollers, door stopper, and all hardware necessary to hang the door.

One caveat if you’re going to use a sliding door as the main door into your coop: Be sure that you install a predator-proof latch to prevent a wily raccoon from sliding the door open with a paw or a nosy coyote or fox from sliding it open with their nose. If your door will merely separate interior sections of your coop, then you don’t need any type of latch or lock on it.

The measurements needed for your door will vary from mine, most likely, since your door opening will be a different size. Just for reference, my door opening is 28" (71.1 cm) wide and 751/2" (191.8 cm) tall. You can use boards of varying widths to total the width measurement you need—it adds visual interest!

DIFFICULTY: [image: image] [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Three or four wide boards cut to 6" (15.2 cm) longer than the height of the doorway



[image: image] 1 × 4 (19 × 102 mm) boards to trim the door

[image: image] 11/2" (38 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Polyurethane or paint

[image: image] Decorative door handle

[image: image] Sliding barn door hardware kit


TOOLS

[image: image] Tape measure



[image: image] Circular saw or miter saw

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit

[image: image] Paintbrush


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. Measure your door opening with a tape measure and then add 3" to 4" (7.6–10.2 cm) to each side and about 6" (15.2 cm) to the top. With a circular or miter saw, cut the boards to the correct length and lay them side by side until you have the correct width you need. Cut 1 × 4 (19 × 102 mm) boards to make a frame for the door. Using the wood screws, screw the frame to the front of the boards. Cut another 1 × 4 (19 × 102 mm) to go across the middle of the door and screw that into place.




[image: Image]

2. Using the miter saw, cut boards with 45-degree angles for each corner of the door and screw them to the door. Paint or polyurethane the door as desired. You can leave it natural wood, but chicken poop cleans off a finished wood door much easier—trust me on this!




[image: Image]

3. Attach the handle to one side of the door and then, following the instructions that come with the barn-door hardware kit, screw the bolts to the door secure the top slider track to the coop wall above your doorway opening, and hang your door.



[image: Image]

◁ BOOT TREE STAND

Basic biosecurity to prevent the spread of salmonella, Escherichia coli (E. coli), staph, and other pathogens is critical when you raise chickens. Wearing dedicated footwear when you visit with your chickens and leaving your boots outside, in the garage, or in the mudroom is one of the best ways to curtail the spread of germs. This functional boot tree stand will keep your boots organized, out of the house, and also allow for a quick hosing off as needed. There is enough room for boots for the whole family on this attractive boot stand that would look nice on your back porch, on the patio, or in the mudroom.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image] [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Two 36" (91.4 cm) 2 × 6 (38 × 152 mm) boards



[image: image] Two 15" (38.1 cm) 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) boards

[image: image] Six 18" (45.7 cm) lengths of 2" (5.1 cm) diameter dowel

[image: image] Six 14" (35.6 cm) lengths of 2" (5.1 cm) diameter dowel

[image: image] 21/2" (64 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Stain

[image: image] Polyurethane

[image: image] Wood glue


TOOLS

[image: image] Circular or miter saw



[image: image] Drill

[image: image] Paintbrushes


SPECIALTY TOOLS

[image: image] 2" (5.1 cm) hole saw with pilot bit




INSTRUCTIONS

1. Cut the boards to the lengths listed above. With a pencil, draw a line lengthwise down the middle of the two longer boards. Using the hole saw or a length of the dowel, mark out six holes on each board centered on the line and be about 4" (10.2 cm) apart. Leave at least 1" (2.5 cm) edge on either end. Drill the holes in the boards using the hole saw.




[image: Image]

2. Stain and polyurethane all the pieces of wood using the paintbrush. Apply two coats of polyurethane if you plan on leaving your boot stand outside. Once dry, glue a dowel into each hole and let dry, using the taller dowels on one board and the shorter ones on the other.




[image: Image]

3. Once the glue for the dowels is dry, position the longer boards parallel to each other perpendicular over the shorter boards, which are the end supports, and glue the boards together. Drive two 21/2" (64 mm) screws from the underside at each joint for a stronger stand. Let dry completely.



4. Store your boots upside down on the dowels with short (or kids) boots in front and taller, adult boots in the back. Dedicate specific footwear to wear when you’re spending time with your chickens, and consider stocking a few extra pair of boots for friends or visitors to wear when they stop by to see your flock.

[image: Image]

◁ HINGED COOP/RUN SEAT

I love sitting outside with my chickens watching them scratch for bugs, take dust baths, and just interact with each other. But what I don’t love is all the chicken poop that invariably ends up on any chair or bench I keep anywhere near the coop or run.

This hinged chair solves the problem. It can be folded up and secured in place when you’re not using it, keeping the seat clean for the next time you want to sit. It’s designed to attach to one of the posts in your chicken run, meaning that you can position it on the inside of the run if you generally sit there with your chickens, or to the exterior of one of the posts if you let your chickens free range regularly. Don’t have a run? You can even attach it to the side of your coop! And if you enjoy sitting inside your coop with your chickens? Then secure it to an interior wall of your coop instead.

The clever design of the chair features legs on hinges that lay parallel to the seat of the chair when it’s not in use. And the whole seat hooks flat against a run post to protect the seat from your chickens, making it exclusively yours.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image] [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] 1 × 3 (19 × 76 mm) board cut into six 12" (30.5 cm) lengths



[image: image] 1 × 2 (19 × 38 mm) board cut into four 18" (45.7 cm) lengths and one 6" (15.2 cm) length

[image: image] 11/4" (32 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Paint (optional)

[image: image] Two #8 or #10 3" (76 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Three hinges with screws

[image: image] 21/2" (64 mm) safety hook and eye


TOOLS

[image: image] Chop or miter saw



[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit and 1/8" (3 mm) drill bit

[image: image] Paintbrush (optional)

[image: image] Tape measure


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. With a chop or miter saw, cut boards to size. Lay the 12" (30.5 cm) boards side by side to form the seat of the chair. Position one 18" (45.7 cm) board on either side, perpendicular with the shorter boards and flush with the edge. Screw through the 1 × 2 (19 × 38 mm) board into each 1 × 3 (19 × 76 mm) board using the 11/4" (32 mm) wood screws to build the seat. Paint all boards at this point if you are going to paint the seat and let them dry completely.




[image: Image]

2. Attach the two remaining 18" (45.7 cm) boards to form the legs of the chair to the underside of the seat using the hinges, so the legs fold flat against the underside of the seat.



3. Position the shorter 6" (15.2 cm) board in between the legs for support and then using the drill bit, drill a pilot hole through each leg into the support board. Secure the support using the 3" (76 mm) wood screws. Finally, attach the third hinge to top side of the opposite end of the seat from where the legs are attached.


[image: Image]

4. Using a tape measure, measure up 18" (45.7 cm) from the ground along one of the wooden run posts so the legs are touching the ground and the seat is level, then screw the seat in place. Screw the eye into the front of the seat and the hook into the wooden post so it hooks into the eye when the chair is folded up.




[image: Image]

5. Congratulations! You’re done. Now pour yourself a cup of coffee or beverage of choice, fold your seat down, and get some chicken therapy watching your girls live in the moment and do what chickens do!



[image: Image]

◁ FEED DOLLY

Hauling 40- or 50-pound (18.1 or 22.7 kg) bags of feed and scratch grains, bales of straw, and bags of topsoil gets old really fast and can be difficult as you get older. A wheelbarrow tips over so easily, and lifting the bags up high enough to get them into a wagon or cart sometimes takes superhuman strength. Wagons are great for other things around a farm, but purely for hauling bags of feed, nothing beats a dolly.

It’s easy to make your own dolly from some scrap wood, and once you have your own, you’ll wonder how you ever did without it! I use mine to move large potted plants, haul dog food bags, and even get pails of water from the house to the run or garden.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image] [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Seven 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) boards cut into 14" (35.6 cm) lengths



[image: image] Two 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) boards cut into 241/2" (62.2 cm) lengths

[image: image] Fourteen 21/2" (64 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Sixteen 11/4" (32 mm) Phillips head screws

[image: image] Four 3" (7.6 cm) caster wheels with mounting screws

[image: image] Two 21/2" (64 mm) screw eyes

[image: image] 6' (1.8 m) length of clothesline


TOOLS

[image: image] Circular or miter saw



[image: image] Drill with 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit


INSTRUCTIONS

1. Cut boards to the lengths listed above, then lay the short boards out side by side. Lay the longer boards perpendicular along each edge, and using the 21/2" (64 mm) screws, screw through the long boards into each shorter board, starting with the four corners and then working toward the middle.




[image: Image]

2. Attach a caster wheel to each corner using the shorter screws.




[image: Image]

3. Using the drill, make a pilot hole at both corners of one of the short sides and screw an eye into each hole.




[image: Image]

4. Attach the length of clothes line by looping it through the eye hooks and tying a knot to secure it at a comfortable length for pulling.




Side Note

My navy commander husband said a bowline knot is what you want to be making here. If you don’t have a Boy Scout, sailor, or naval officer in your home, you can search online for a how-to video!


[image: Image]

◁ CHICK JUNGLE GYM

This simple-to-build chick-sized jungle gym will give your baby chicks something to do to and help them to practice perching. Similar to the Chick Roosting Bar in a later chapter, playing on this jungle gym helps to stimulate baby chicks’ leg muscles and balance—and acts as a wonderful boredom buster to keep them entertained in their brooder.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image] [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] 1 × 10 (19 × 254 mm) board, 24" (61 cm) long



[image: image] Three 12" (30.5 cm) lengths of 1/2" (13 mm) diameter dowel

[image: image] Chalk paint or other nontoxic paint

[image: image] Wood glue


TOOLS

[image: image] Circular or chop saw



[image: image] Jigsaw or hand plane

[image: image] Drill with 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit

[image: image] Hand sander or sandpaper

[image: image] Paintbrush (optional)


SPECIALTY TOOLS

[image: image] 4" (10.2 cm) hole saw with pilot bit




INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. Using a circular saw or chop saw, cut two triangles from the board measuring 12" (30.5 cm) along the bottom and 10" (25.4 cm) on both sides. Round the top point off using the jigsaw or plane so you don’t have a sharp point that could hurt little feet. Using the hole saw, drill a hole in the center of each triangle.




[image: Image]

2. Using the 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit, drill a hole at each point of the triangle, at least 1/2" (13 mm) from the edges. Setting one triangle on top of the other and drilling down through both at the same time will ensure that the holes line up.



3. Using the sandpaper or sander, lightly sand all rough edges and around the inside of the large holes. Paint all surfaces with a nontoxic paint, if desired, and let dry.

4. Insert one end of each dowel into each hole, using wood glue to secure, so the boards are standing vertically and parallel to each other. Once the glue is dry, put into your brooder and let your chicks enjoy their new jungle gym!




CHAPTER
4

PALLET PROJECTS

Wooden pallets are one of my favorite building materials. They’re free, easily accessible, and did I mention that they’re free? If you haven’t used them before, you’ll be surprised how nice pallet boards look whether they’re stained or painted or naturally weathered.

Be sure you read the safety guidelines when it comes to repurposing pallet wood (shown here), but once you know what you’re looking for, you’ll start seeing stacks of discarded pallets everywhere! While some businesses recycle or reuse the pallets themselves or have a recycling company come pick them up, but in my experience, most store owners are glad to have someone take a few pallets off their hands. Just ask!

In this chapter, I’ll show you how to create your own Compost Bins with Hinged Front using pallets and a couple of hinges and brackets. I will also share an easy Pallet Hawk Shelter to help keep your chickens safe while they’re roaming your yard, a Chicken Salad Bar that your flock will absolutely love, and simple garden fencing that no one will be able to tell started its life as a discarded wooden pallet—as long as you don’t tell them!

This chapter contains some of my favorite projects—favorites mostly because not only are they very inexpensive to complete because you’re using pallets but also because you’re repurposing and upcycling instead of having to go buy new lumber and boards!

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

◁ PALLET TOOL HOLDER

Here’s a simple pallet project to get you started. It’s a great one to begin with because it will help you keep your tools organized and at the ready. This easy-to-build tool holder is one of my favorites. All you need is a pallet, a few hooks, nails, and screws and some leftover paint. You can even leave the tool holder unpainted for an even easier project!

Perfect for any type of tools, you can fill your tool holder with building tools, garden tools, coop tools, or a combination of everything.

It has two storage compartments for your larger tools to stand up in and hooks on the front to hang smaller tools. Note: This would be a great way to use up any mismatched decorative hooks you have in the garage or your junk drawer! It even features a wooden yardstick right along the front, so you can measure with the yardstick in place, or easily lift it off the nails to use anywhere.

DIFFICULTY: [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Wooden pallet



[image: image] Paint (optional)

[image: image] Wooden yardstick

[image: image] Two 1" (25 mm) finishing nails

[image: image] Three decorative hat or coat hooks

[image: image] Two common nails


TOOLS

[image: image] Hammer



[image: image] Pry bar or crowbar

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit and 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit

[image: image] Paintbrush (optional)


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. To get started, you’ll need to pry off a few of the boards from the underside of the pallet (that’s the side with fewer boards on it!) at one end using the hammer and pry bar or crowbar. You want to create a sort of open top “bin" for the tools so you can slide them in and out. This side will become the front of the tool holder.




[image: Image]

2. Once you have the top one-third or so open, use the drill and wood screws to reattach a few of the boards you pried off in between the remaining boards left on the pallet to create a solid “front" in the middle of the pallet. The original bottom of the pallet is now going to be the front.



3. Now’s the time to paint, if you’re going to. Once the paint is dry, stand the pallet up on one end so that you can slide your rake, shovel, broom, pitchfork and other long-handled tools in the open top.


[image: Image]

4. Using a 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit, drill a second hole in the bottom of a wooden yardstick, then position it along the top board on the front of the tool holder and hammer a nail through either hole in the yardstick. This will keep the yardstick handy at your fingertips, while allowing you to simply lift it off the nails to use it.




[image: Image]

5. Screw the hooks into the cross boards at even intervals below the yardstick to hang your smaller garden tools such as a trowel, cultivator and hand hoe; small coop tools such as a metal scraper, feather duster, and flashlight; or a hammer, saw, and other hand tools.



6. Using the common nails and hammer, nail the pallet onto the wall of your coop, barn, or garage. Alternatively, you can screw two of the remaining boards you pried off the pallet perpendicular to the bottom supports using additional 2" (51 mm) wood screws to create a sturdy base so your tool holder can be free standing.

[image: Image]

◁ PALLET HAWK SHELTER

If you have some pallets that are less than pretty, then those are the ones you’ll want to use for this project. Purely functional, these hawk shelters can help to mitigate the risk of free ranging.

Free ranging your chickens outside of an enclosed, secure area always comes with some risk. There are ground predators, aerial predators, toxic plants, scraps of metal, nails or screws, neighbors’ dogs, cars, and other dangers. You can at least partially reduce the danger from aerial predators by providing your chickens a place to hide as hawks or eagles soar overhead looking for their next meal.

This portable hawk shelter can be easily moved around the yard as your chickens roam, giving them somewhere to take cover in the case of an emergency. Since it can be made from all scrap materials, it’s easy to make several, allowing your flock to roam more safely. The shelter also makes a great shaded place to put a dish of water, turning the shelter into a water station as well.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] One wooden pallet



[image: image] 2" (51 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] #2 screw hook (optional)

[image: image] Hanging chicken waterer (optional)


TOOLS

[image: image] Hammer



[image: image] Pry bar or crowbar

[image: image] Hand or circular saw

[image: image] Miter saw

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit

[image: image] Tape measure

[image: image] Pencil


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. With the hammer and pry bar or crowbar, pry off all the boards from the underside of the pallet, except for one board on either end, and set aside. With a hand or circular saw, cut the pallet in half. Arrange the two halves into a right angle L-shape and use two screws to secure them to each other. Set on flat ground so they resemble an upside-down V.




[image: Image]

2. Measure across the top, several inches (cm) from the peak, and cut one of the reserved pallet boards to length. This will be the top support for the shelter. Holding the board up to the pallets, with a pencil mark each end where it needs to be cut at an angle to fit. Cut the angles with the miter saw, then using that board as a template, cut a second board. Screw the supports onto the peak, one on each side.




[image: Image]

3. Measure across the bottom of the V with a tape measure and cut two remaining two boards to size. Screw a support to either side of the shelter across the bottom using the wood screws and you’re done.



[image: Image]

4. Set your hawk shelter in the yard where your chickens like to roam. If desired, screw the screw hook to the inside peak of the shelter and hang a waterer so your chickens have access to cool water while they roam. Try scattering some favorite treats into the shelters to get your chickens used to venturing under the shelter.


[image: Image]

5. If you have a large yard, I would recommend making a few shelters and positioning them near your chickens’ favorite spots to hang out.



[image: Image]

◁ SWINGING BENCH

This next project is a fun one for your chicken run that doesn’t even require removing any boards, so it’s another good starter project. You can use a full pallet, but if you can find a half pallet, even better. A half pallet makes a perfect-sized swinging bench for your chickens.

A swing is fun, but if you have a larger flock, or a few who want to swing at the same time, then this swinging bench will be a big hit in your chicken run. I suggest hanging it against the side of the run to prevent accidental injury in case you have a hen who performs vigorous dismounts! It really can get moving, and it’s heavy!

DIFFICULTY: [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Half wooden pallet (or full pallet cut in half)



[image: image] Six #2 screw eyes

[image: image] Two 12" (30.5 cm) lengths of lightweight chain

[image: image] Clothesline or other sturdy rope


TOOLS

[image: image] Circular saw



[image: image] Drill with 1/4" (6 mm) drill bit


INSTRUCTIONS

1. Cut the pallet in half parallel with the top boards using a circular saw (or use a half pallet if you can find one).




[image: Image]

2. Drill a pilot hole in each corner of the pallet, then thread a screw eye into each hole. Attach a length of chain to each screw eye, looping the chain from one to the other on either side of the bench. Tie a piece of the clothesline or rope to each chain and hang the bench from your run roof using the last two screw eyes secured to the top support board of the run, so the swing is positioned about 2 feet (60 cm) off the ground.




[image: Image]

3. If your chickens don’t take to their new swing right away, try positioning it a bit lower to the ground until they feel comfortable hopping up and off it. Then gradually raise it up a bit at a time until it’s at the height you want.



[image: Image]

◁ CHICKEN SALAD BAR

If you cut a pallet in half to make the swinging bench featured in the last project, then this salad bar is a great project you can make using the other half of the pallet.

Growing grass in your run is a losing proposition because the chickens will scratch up the roots and eat it faster than it can grow, but this chicken salad bar will allow your flock to nibble on the tender shoots of grass or other grains that grow up through the screen, while protecting the roots. Securing the wire fencing to the underside of the pallet keeps any sharp edges away from your chickens’ feet and faces. This quick project can provide your chickens with fresh greens year round in most climates. You can use a full pallet or half pallet for this project as well. I opted to use a half pallet again, mostly because that makes the salad bar easier for me to lift and move.

Note: Try growing winter rye or wheat if you live in a cold climate.

DIFFICULTY: [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Half pallet



[image: image] 1/2" (13 mm) hardware cloth

[image: image] Four 11/2" (38 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Bag of topsoil or potting soil

[image: image] Untreated pasture grass or grain seeds


TOOLS

[image: image] Hammer



[image: image] Pry bar or crowbar

[image: image] Wire snips

[image: image] Staple gun with 3/8" (9 mm) staples

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit


I prefer to use a half pallet for this project instead of a full one because the smaller size is more manageable and easier to move. If you can’t find a half pallet, a full pallet works just fine, or you can cut a full pallet in half.



INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. To get started, pry the slats from the bottom of the pallet using a hammer and pry bar or crowbar, reserving two of the slats to use later. Using a pair of wire snips, cut a piece of wire fencing to be 1" (2.5 cm) greater on all sides than the underside of the pallet. If you are using a whole pallet, there will likely be a center board, so you might have to cut two pieces of wire fencing.




[image: Image]

2. Fold down the 1" (2.5 cm) margin all around the edge of the wire and, using the staple gun, staple it to the underside of the top and side boards of the pallet, bending it to fit if necessary.




[image: Image]

3. Screw one of the slats you removed earlier to the front of the pallet and one to the back to keep the dirt contained and also keep little beaks out while your seeds are growing! Flip the pallet right side up and position it inside your run in full sun.




[image: Image]

4. Mark where the pallet will sit, then remove it and dump the top soil out onto the ground. Smooth it level and sprinkle with your seeds, cover with more soil, water, and then place the pallet on top. You should see sprouts in just a few days, and by the end of a week or two, your chickens should have some grass to nibble on. Keep the salad bar watered well until shoots appear, then as needed to keep your grass growing. Once it’s established, the rain should be enough to maintain the crop, unless you live in an extremely dry area.



[image: Image]

◁ CHICK ROOSTING BAR

If you’ve made a couple of the previous projects, you should have some boards left over that you removed from the pallets. I hope you’ve held on to them because this is a quick and easy project to make for your baby chicks that uses a short length of scrap board! If not, see what other scrap you have around or—gasp!—you can even purchase wood.

Although baby chicks are perfectly happy snuggling on the floor of their brooder box, providing them a chick-sized roost helps to develop their leg muscles, coordination, and balance, while giving them something to do and keep them from getting bored. Although I don’t know that there’s any scientific evidence, at least that I’ve run across, I believe that teaching chicks to roost at a young age will make their transition to the roosting bars in the big girls’ coop easier. I found that chick training yields fewer issues with chickens choosing to sleep in the nesting boxes or otherwise not roosting,

In any case, your baby chicks will love hopping up onto this easy-to-make, sturdy roosting bar set in their brooder. If you have saved a few of the boards you pried off the pallets for the first few projects, then you likely already have what you need to assemble this chick-sized roost.

DIFFICULTY: [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] 5" (12.7 cm) length of pallet board cut in half lengthwise to make two pieces roughly 1" × 5" (19 × 127 mm)



[image: image] Pallet board cut to 14" (35.6 cm) long

[image: image] Four 1" (2.5 cm) finishing nails

[image: image] Wood glue

[image: image] Ultra-fine sandpaper


TOOLS

[image: image] Miter saw



[image: image] Drill with 1/16" (2 mm) bit for pilot holes

[image: image] Hammer


INSTRUCTIONS

1. Using the miter saw, cut both ends of the 5" (12.7 cm) length boards with the angles facing the same direction. These are the legs. Save two of the triangles you cut off.




[image: Image]

2. Use the drill bit to make two pilot holes in each end of the longer 14" (35.6 cm) board close to the edges. Hammer a nail into each hole so that the pointed end sticks out through the board. Center the long board over the legs and press down to mark where you need to drill pilot holes in each leg.



3. Drill the pilot holes for each leg where the nail marks are, then using the hammer, gently tap the nails into place. Lightly sand all exposed surfaces to remove any rough spots or splinters.


[image: Image]

4. Use the wood glue to attach a triangle saved from the first step to the base of each leg to provide stability to the roosting bar. Once completely dry, put your chick-sized roosting bar in your brooder and watch your chicks practice their balancing acts!



[image: Image]

◁ HANGING FLOWER BOXES for RUN

Adding some pretty floral accents to your chicken run can only boost the charm factor! This easy-to-make window box requires only one pallet and takes so little time to finish you could make several in an afternoon. Consider filling a few boxes with flowers that are edible for your chickens, for a quick snack right at the coop! Good choices include nasturtiums, marigolds, petunias, salvia, or begonias. Or plant an edible herb garden filled with mint, thyme, oregano, parsley, dill, and sage.

DIFFICULTY: [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] One pallet for each flower box (use a half pallet for a shorter window box, a full pallet for a longer version)



[image: image] 11/2" (38 mm) finishing nails

[image: image] Two 2" (5.1 cm) screw eyes

[image: image] Two short pieces of twine, wire, or two plastic zip ties

[image: image] Garden fabric cloth or fine mesh fabric

[image: image] Potting soil

[image: image] Flowers, plants, or herbs


TOOLS

[image: image] Circular saw



[image: image] Hammer

[image: image] Crowbar

[image: image] Drill with 1/4" (6 mm) drill bit


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. Using the saw, section the pallet so you have a section about 1 foot (30.5 cm) high—it should have two or three boards on the front. With the hammer and crowbar, remove four boards from the remaining section. Nail one board across one end of the pallet to form the bottom of the window box.



2. If there is a large gap between the two front pallet boards, nail a second across the front.

3. Then nail the remaining two or three to the underside to form a solid back.


[image: Image]

4. Drill a 1/4" (6 mm) pilot hole near the top back edge in the two end support boards of the window box, then screw an eye into each hole. Use twine, wire, or zip ties to attach the window box to the run fencing where you want it.




[image: Image]

5. Cut a piece of the fabric cloth or mesh fabric to fit inside the box to help hold the soil in place.Then fill your box with potting soil. Plant some pretty flowers, plants, or herbs and watch them grow!



[image: Image]

◁ COMPOST BINS with HINGED FRONT

When you raise livestock, you end up with lots of manure. And chickens are no different. They contribute not only nutrient-rich droppings, but also feathers, eggshells, and soiled coop bedding. If you’re a gardener, you know the value of good compost.

We use our chickens as little composters, giving our food scraps to them and letting them process and expel them into manure for the garden. But fresh manure needs to age to make it safe to use in the garden. Here’s where compost bins come in handy.

After cleaning the coop, all the bedding goes into the compost bins—along with grass clippings, dried leaves, and other organic matter—to become quality garden fertilizer by the time I’m ready to plant in the spring.

This is a double-bin compost system. Begin by filling and turning the left-hand bin. When that bin is about three-fourths full, use a pitchfork to move it all to the bin to its immediate right. The hinged front will help keep the composted material contained while still allowing easy access for you—but not for the chickens. Then start filling the first bin anew while the one next to it continues to decompose. Once your second bin is nearly full, the first load should be ready to use. Remove the completed compost and spread it on your garden.Then repeat the process all over again.

DIFFICULTY: [image: Image] [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Six wooden pallets



[image: image] 2" (51 mm) Phillips head wood screws and/or corner braces

[image: image] Set of 2" (5.1 cm) hinges and screws

[image: image] Screw eye and hook

[image: image] Old cabinet or dresser handle with screws

[image: image] Tool clip or two 3" (76 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Pitchfork

[image: image] Chicken wire (optional)


TOOLS

[image: image] Circular or handsaw



[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit

[image: image] Staple gun and 3/8" (9 mm) staples to attach optional chicken wire


INSTRUCTIONS

1. Stand two pallets side by side with the tops facing out. Drive screws through the upright pallet sides to connect.




[image: Image]

2. Attach two more pallets at right angles to the back pallets, again with the tops facing out, making a three-sided rectangle.



3. Connect with screws or use corner braces. Add one pallet in the middle to create two separate bins and screw into place. Finally, cut the last pallet in half and attach one half to the right-hand bin on both sides at ground level using screws or braces.

4. Staple chicken wire up along the inside of each pallet if the pallet slats are widely spaced and won’t contain the composted material.

Note: I didn’t bother with chicken wire, as the spaces between the slats as shown in my photos didn’t warrant it.


[image: Image]

5. Using the hinges, attach the other half of the pallet to create a panel that swings down to open. Attach screw eye and hook to one side of the top half of panel and adjacent panel to secure it shut. Add the handle using screws to the outside of the top board of the hinged section.



[image: Image]


[image: Image]

6. Turning and aerating your compost pile is really important to keep it decomposing, so attach a tool clip or screw in the 3" (76 mm) wood screws about 2" (5.1 cm) apart to one side of your bin to hang your pitchfork on.



7. Now that your bins are complete, you can start filling the left-hand one.

8. Almost any kitchen, garden, and coop scraps can be composted. You just want to avoid these few things: cat, dog, or human feces; glossy papers, anything chemically treated, and excess amounts of citrus. Also avoid fish, meat, and cheese scraps—they will compost eventually, but will also attract all kinds of scavengers.


Compost Pointers

Successful composting requires two components: brown and green matter. Ideally, you want a ratio far heavier in brown matter than green for optimal fertilizer. Too much green and your pile will be wet, but not enough green and it won’t heat up as fast and will take longer to decompose.

Here are some good examples of each to get you started.

[image: image] Brown matter (carbon)

[image: image] Coop bedding (i.e., straw, shavings)

[image: image] Dried leaves

[image: image] Pine needles

[image: image] Sticks

[image: image] Newspaper

[image: image] Paper bags or cardboard

[image: image] Green matter (nitrogen)

[image: image] Manure

[image: image] Kitchen scraps, including tea and coffee grounds

[image: image] Grass clippings

[image: image] Weeds and garden trimmings


[image: Image]

◁ BOOT CLEANING STATION

Basic biosecurity is important on any property where livestock is being raised, and backyard chickens are no exception. It’s prudent to dedicate a pair or pairs of boots that are worn only around your animals and to offer boots to any visitors who come to your farm so they don’t track bacteria from their coop to yours and vice versa.

Setting up a boot bath is also a good idea. I don’t know about you, but my chicken boots are always caked with mud and chicken poop and dried straw, so having a disinfectant to submerge them into, a nice stiff brush to scrub away most of the dirt, and then a smaller brush to get into all the little crevices means nice clean boots. Setting them upside down outside to air-dry also keeps all the mess out of the house.

You are going to want to find a rectangular container to use for the actual bath portion of this project. Plastic or enamelware, my personal choice, would work best. You can often find nice used enamelware containers inexpensively on online auctions (such as eBay) or at tag sales.

For those who use bleach, a bleach and water solution works well to disinfect boots; for those who want to go more natural, dish soap (such as Dr. Bronner’s) mixed into a water/white vinegar solution is a good alternative. Maybe not quite as good at zapping bacteria, but when coupled with the scrubbing and then some sunlight, this combination should be just fine.

The important part is keeping your chicken boots separate from other footwear that you wear into the house or off your property to do errands. This is important for family and flock health.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image] [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] One wooden pallet



[image: image] Enamelware or plastic container slightly larger than the size of your boots

[image: image] #2 screw hook

[image: image] 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) board, 12" (30.5 cm) long

[image: image] 11/2" U-nail or fence staple or #2 screw eye

[image: image] Two 2" (51 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Stiff brush

[image: image] Old toothbrush

[image: image] Two wooden scrub brushes

[image: image] Four 4" (102 mm) Phillips head wood screws (or the size needed to attach the brush heads)

[image: image] Wood glue

[image: image] Two 12" (30.5 cm) lengths of 2" (5.1 cm) diameter dowel


TOOLS

[image: image] Pencil



[image: image] Jigsaw

[image: image] Hammer

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit and 1/2" (13 mm) and 1/4" (6 mm) drill bits


SPECIALTY TOOLS

[image: image] 2" (5.1 cm) hole saw with pilot bit




INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. Lay out roughly where you want the three cleaning stations to be on the pallet. The order should be: cleaning solution container with brush on hook, boot scrub brushes, and boot storage.



2. With a pencil, trace the outline of the container onto the pallet, then use the jigsaw cut slightly inside that outline to create the space for the cleaning solution container to sit, held in place by the lip.

3. Screw the hook at the top of the 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) board on the wider side, then use the hammer to partially bang the U-nail into the narrower side.

4. Using the 2" (51 mm) wood screws, attach the board upright to the back of the pallet with the hook side facing the pallet. This is where the scrub brush and toothbrush will hang to keep them handy.


[image: Image]

5. Using the 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit, drill two holes partially through the side of each brush. Then use the 1/4" (6 mm) bit to complete the pilot hole. Attach the brushes to the pallet roughly boot-width apart using the 4" (102 mm) wood screws.




[image: Image]

6. Using the 2" (5.1 cm) hole saw, drill two holes through the two adjacent pallet boards where you are going to store your boots. Apply glue to the inside of each hole, then push a dowel through each hole. Let dry.




[image: Image]

7. Fill the container with some boot-cleaning solution and situate your boot cleaning station near an outdoor hose to make clean-up after your chicken chores easy!




[image: Image]

8. By leaving your boots upside down outside, the sun and rain will help to keep everything clean as well. Ultraviolet rays are great at killing pathogens of all kinds, but be aware that direct sunlight can cause the rubber in your boots to break down or discolor over time.



[image: Image]

◁ PALLET FEEDING STATION

Feeding your chickens and ducks inside the coop will attract mice, flies, and other insects. I always recommend leaving the feed and water outside your coop, preferably under a covered area. This feed station is simple to make and helps get your feeder and waterer up off the ground, reducing the amount of dirt and debris that gets into your chickens’ feed and water.

Chickens naturally scratch in the dirt and will kick up all kinds of stuff into the feeders and waterers unless they’re raised a bit. And if you have ducks, this ingenious hack will make a huge difference in the mud that your ducks are able to get into the water, reducing it by almost 100 percent overnight! If you do have ducks, you might want to make a short ramp using a 1 × 10 or 1 × 12 (19 × 254 mm or 19 × 305 mm) board and some slats to help your ducks get up and down from the pallet.

If you don’t have a covered area inside your run or in the yard where you’ll be leaving your chicken feed, you can attach an old umbrella to the back of the feeding station to shade the feed and keep out rain and snow.

DIFFICULTY: [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Wooden pallet



[image: image] Half pallet

[image: image] Two 4" (10.2 cm) corner braces with screws

[image: image] Two ladles with a hole in the handle or a bent handle that will hang

[image: image] Enamelware, metal, or rubber tubs for feed and water

[image: image] Old umbrella (optional)


FOR OPTIONAL RAMP

[image: image] 1 × 10 or 1 × 12 board (19 × 254 mm or 19 × 305 mm), 20" (50.8 cm) long



[image: image] Three 1 × 2 (19 × 38 mm) boards cut to the same length as your board is wide

[image: image] 1" (25 mm) Phillips head wood screws


TOOLS

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit



[image: image] Circular or miter saw


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. Using the braces, attach the half pallet upright to one edge of the whole pallet. This allows you to hang your ladles into which you can put eggshells and small stones/gravel for your chickens’ calcium and grit needs or hang a wild bird suet cage for your chickens’ suet cakes.



2. The backdrop will also help block the sun and wind to allow your chickens to dine in comfort. Position the feeding station under a protected area of your chicken run or attach and old umbrella to the backdrop over the feed dish.


[image: Image]

3. If you do decide to attach a ramp, cut ramp boards to size using a circular or miter saw. Then simply use wood screws to screw the smaller boards to the larger board at equal intervals a few inches (cm) apart, then screw the ramp to the front end of your feeding station so your ducks have an easier time getting up and down from the pallet feeding station.



[image: Image]

◁ TIERED HERB GARDEN with MASON JARS AND CHALKBOARD SIGNS

This fun, fresh herb buffet will be a big hit with your chickens! Offering them a variety of fresh herbs to nibble on will help to keep them from getting bored and provide them a more varied, healthy diet.

You probably don’t want to put this garden in your run because the chickens will destroy the plants in an afternoon! Instead, snip and trim the herbs as needed to feed to your chickens or use in your cooking. Herbs actually benefit from a regular trimming and will continue to flourish through the growing season.

DIFFICULTY:[image: Image] [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Twelve 1-pint (16 oz/475 ml) glass Mason jars



[image: image] Culinary herb seeds or seedlings (such as basil, cilantro, dill, marjoram, oregano, parsley, sage)

[image: image] Potting mix

[image: image] Small stones

[image: image] Wooden pallet

[image: image] 2" (51 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Chalkboard paint or chalkboard labels

[image: image] Chalk


TOOLS

[image: image] Gloves and eye protection



[image: image] Hammer

[image: image] Chisel or crowbar

[image: image] Tape measure

[image: image] Miter saw

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit

[image: image] Paintbrush


SPECIALTY TOOLS

[image: image] Glass and tile drill bit




INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. Carefully drill a drainage hole in the bottom of each Mason jar with the glass drill bit.Wear protective eyewear as well as gloves and keep water flowing over the hole as you drill per the glass bit instructions. I used the garden hose. Fill each jar with 1" (2.5 cm) of small stones and then potting mix. Plant the herb seeds according to the instructions on the packets or set a seedling in each jar. Water well and set on a sunny windowsill.



2. Keep the soil damp but be sure not to overwater. Or cover each pot with a small piece of plastic wrap until the seeds sprout to create a sort of greenhouse to keep the seeds warm and moist.


[image: Image]

3. While you’re waiting for your herbs to grow, you’ll have plenty of time to build your tiered garden stand. Using a hammer and pry bar or crowbar, pry off as many of the underside boards from the pallet as needed to leave spaces between the boards—every other board should do it. Measure the space between the support boards on the underside of the pallet and use a miter saw to cut the boards you pried off into shorter lengths to fit in between the supports. They will need to sit horizontally on top of the remaining boards to create shelves for the jars. You’ll also need four boards to act as base supports, so save any extra lengths or scavenge them from a second pallet if needed.




[image: Image]

4. Using the wood screws, secure each shelf. I used two screws through the top and one through the side of each shelf.




[image: Image]

5. Cut four boards about 12" (30.5 cm) long at a 45-degree angle on each end to act as base supports and screw them into the sides of the pallet.




[image: Image]

6. Using a paintbrush, paint a label for each shelf in chalkboard paint (or use a stick-on label) and then write the name of the herbs on that shelf in chalk. Set your jars on the appropriate shelves, once you have situated your herb stand in full sun facing south or east.



[image: Image]

◁ GARDEN FENCING

Fencing in your gardens is the best way to keep your flowers and plants safe from your chickens. Fencing can also be used to contain your flock inside a predetermined area to keep them safe from predators or the road—or keep them out of a neighbor’s yard. Although a determined chicken can easily clear even a 4-foot (1.2 m) fence, sometimes the visual boundary is enough to keep content chickens roaming within its perimeter. And this short fence will easily keep out the wild bunnies who also love to nibble on my plants. I love seeing the bunnies, but there’s plenty in our yard for them to eat. The flowers are off limits!

I love this project because it’s quick and easy and free—except for the cost of a few screws and some paint—if you can find enough pallets for the taking. With the cost of lumber and prefabricated fencing, this pallet fencing really is something worth considering. And even if you aren’t interested in fencing in your chickens or gardens, who doesn’t need a little white picket fence around their coop?

The instructions are to make one section of fencing, but they can easily be repeated to construct an entire run of fence. Try to choose pallets with equally spaced slats for the most attractive fencing.

DIFFICULTY: [image: Image] [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] One pallet per section of fencing



[image: image] Eight 11/2" (38 mm) Phillips head wood screws per section

[image: image] Paint (optional)


TOOLS

[image: image] Hammer



[image: image] Pry bar or crowbar

[image: image] Circular or handsaw

[image: image] Scissors

[image: image] Piece of cardboard, roughly 4" (10.2 cm) square

[image: image] Pencil

[image: image] Jigsaw

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit

[image: image] Paintbrush (optional)

[image: image] Rubber mallet


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. To get started, use a hammer and pry bar or crowbar to pry all the boards from the underside of the pallet. Set one board aside to use later. Then with the circular saw or a handsaw, saw through both sides of each top board, as close to the nails on the ends as possible, separating the board from the supports at either end. Discard the pallet supports, leaving the top boards still attached to the middle support board from underneath.




[image: Image]

2. Using scissors, cut a template out of the cardboard replicating the shape of the top of a picket fence. Decide which side of the pallet will be the top of the fence and then, with the pencil, trace the template onto the top of each board. Then use the jigsaw to cut along the pencil lines.




[image: Image]

3. Cut one of the reserved pallet boards you removed from the bottom of the pallet in half, then use the jigsaw to cut one end of each board angled to a sharp point. These will be the stakes to position the fencing in the ground.




[image: Image]

4. Use the screws and drill to attach one stake to each end of the fence section, screwing the screws through the stake and then into the back side of the fence. Then paint, if desired, and let dry. Use the rubber mallet to gently pound the stakes into the ground where you want your fencing positioned.



[image: Image]

◁ PAIR OF COOP SHUTTERS FROM PALLETS: THREE STYLES

Shutters were first invented and originally used to protect a home from the elements, control the light entering a home, and provide added security against invasion through what was obviously the most vulnerable part of any house—the windows and doors.

These days, since we have glass windows, artificial light, and very little risk of bands of marauding thieves trying to force their way into our homes, shutters have become merely decorative, except in hurricane-prone areas.

Chicken coop shutters are almost always purely decorative, since ventilation and airflow are so important in a coop. There’s no reason to block any of the windows with closed shutters, but a set of beautiful shutters should certainly not be overlooked as an integral part of any respectable chicken coop!

A pair of shutters can easily be made in no time using just one pallet and a few screws. I have included three different styles of shutters, so you can choose the style you like best to use on your coop.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image] [image: image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Wooden pallets (probably one pallet per pair of shutters)



[image: image] Twelve 1" (25 mm) Phillips head screws

[image: image] Paint

[image: image] Eight 2" (51 mm) Phillips head wood screws


TOOLS

[image: image] Hammer



[image: image] Pry bar or crowbar

[image: image] Tape measure

[image: image] Miter saw

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit

[image: image] Paintbrush


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. Pry the individual boards from the pallet using the hammer and pry bar or crowbar. Measure the height of your coop windows with a tape measure and cut six boards to that length. Lay three boards side by side and then measure across to get the width. Cut four additional boards to that shorter length and, using the drill and 1" (25 mm) screws, screw one board across the top of the longer boards and one across the bottom, evenly spaced from the top and bottom of the boards.



2. That’s your basic shutter style, called a board- and-batten shutter. You can stop there or continue on to turn your shutters into something a bit fancier.


[image: Image]

3. By simply cutting a third board for each shutter to the same length as the first two and positioning it in the center, you’ve created a three-board variation on the basic board and batten.




[image: Image]

4. Finally, by cutting a board at an angle at each end to reach from the top corner to the opposite bottom corner, you’ve created a Z-batten shutter.



5. Cut a template using a sheet of newspaper or copy paper before cutting your board to be sure you get the angle right.


[image: Image]

6. Choose the style shutter you prefer, cut the remaining boards to fit and screw them in place, then paint the shutters in the color of your choice and let dry. Once dry, use the 2" (51 mm) wood screws to attach them to your coop or shed on either side of the window.



[image: Image]

◁ STEP STOOL

A step stool comes in handy for so many things in your kitchen, mud room, and chicken coop or run: Stand on it to reach something in a top cabinet or the coop eaves, sit on it to put on your mud boots, or put it in your run so your chickens can hop up to get out of the mud or snow—or you can sit and hang out with them on a sunny afternoon. This step stool can be assembled in an afternoon with little more than a pallet.

DIFFICULTY: [image: Image] [image: Image] [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Wooden pallet



[image: image] 11/4" (32 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Chalk paint (optional)


TOOLS

[image: image] Hammer



[image: image] Pry bar or crowbar

[image: image] Miter saw

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit

[image: image] Paintbrush (optional)


INSTRUCTIONS

[image: Image]

1. Pry the individual boards from the pallet using the pry bar or crowbar. With a miter saw, cut all the boards according to the following specifications and lay them out.



• Five 14" (35.6 cm) boards for the top and the back legs

• Three 12" (30.5 cm) boards for the bottom shelf

• Two 161/4" (41.3 cm) boards with both ends cut at a 30-degree angle going the same way for the front legs

• Two 14" (35.6 cm) boards with one end cut at a 30-degree angle for the bottom braces

• Two 91/2" (24.1 cm) boards with one end cut at a 30-degree angle for the top braces


[image: Image]

2. Screw together the two sets of legs by attaching the top and bottom side braces to the leg boards. Screw the bottom shelf boards onto the lower brace, spacing them out a bit.




[image: Image]

3. Screw on the top boards. Paint your step stool and let it dry, or leave it unfinished for a more rustic look.



[image: Image]




CHAPTER
5

WEEKEND PROJECTS

Whew, what an accomplishment! You’ve arrived at the next level. Don’t let the idea of weekend projects scare you off. More time doesn’t necessarily mean more difficult or that you can’t do it! Even if you do mess up a project the first time, join the club: I have a whole woodpile full of boards that were cut too short or split while I was driving screws into them! And you know what? I’ll find a use for them one day. I always need scrap wood for something.

I’ll walk you through step-by-step and show you how to build a set of Nesting Boxes for your coop; a small A-Frame Integration Pen Chick Tractor you can move around the yard to give your chicks their first taste of the big outdoors; and even a Roadside Egg Stand you can set up at the end of your driveway to sell some of those delicious fresh eggs.

I’ll show you how to make your own Wood and Wire Egg Basket—as chicken keepers we can never have enough egg baskets—so pour yourself a cold beverage, roll up your sleeves, and let’s do this!

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

◁ DELUXE BROODER BOX with HEAT LAMP ATTACHMENT

A plastic tote or cardboard box makes a serviceable brooder or nursery for baby chicks if you only plan on raising them occasionally. But if raising chicks becomes an annual event, you’ll want something a bit larger, more permanent, and sturdier.

This homemade brooder box features an attachment for a heat lamp and a viewing window to watch your chicks. Small children can spend as much time as they want safely enjoying the chicks’ antics.

The top features a hinged section for easy access to take out a chick or two for some play time and to refill the feeder water. Hanging feeders and waterers can be hung right from the top to keep them cleaner.

I purposely designed this brooder box without a bottom for super easy clean up. The brooder is meant to sit on a piece of plastic (maybe an old shower curtain) or tarp. Then you can add an old towel—it’s purposely sized for as a standard bath towel—or some shavings or a piece of rubber shelf liner.

When you need to change out the litter, simply remove the chicks. This is a perfect time to give them some outdoor time in the A-Frame Integration Pen–Chick Tractor. Lift up the box, gather up the corners of the plastic, and dump the whole thing in your Compost Bin with Hinged Front. Then hose off the tarp, let it dry, spread out a new towel, and you’re ready to replace the box and add new bedding. It couldn’t be easier.

DIFFICULTY: [image: image] [image: Image] [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] 1/2" (13 mm) shoe molding cut to these lengths: two at 11" (27.9 cm) and two at 14" (35.6 cm)



[image: image] 1 × 1 (19 × 19 mm) trim board cut to these lengths: two at 21" (53.3 cm), two at 19" (48.3 cm), two at 18" (45.7 cm), and two at 16" (40.6 cm)

[image: image] 2 × 2 (38 × 38 mm) board cut into four 18" (45.7 cm) pieces

[image: image] 1 × 2 (19 × 38 mm) board cut into two 24" (61 cm) pieces

[image: image] 2 × 2 (38 × 38 mm) board cut into one 36" (91.4 cm) piece

[image: image] 1" × 1" (2.5 × 2.5 cm) outside corner molding cut to these lengths: one at 48" (121.9 cm), one at 22" (55.9 cm), two at 18" (45.7 cm), and one at 12" (30.5 cm)

[image: image] White paint

[image: image] 4' (1.2 m) wide and 8' (2.4 m) long sheet of white 3/8" (9 mm) T1-11 plywood panel or 1/4" or 3/8" (6 or 9 mm) white wainscot paneling

[image: image] Plexiglass sheet, 11" (27.9 cm) wide and 14" (35.6 cm) long

[image: image] All-purpose adhesive (such as Goop) or wood glue

[image: image] Decorative knob or handle

[image: image] Set of 2" (3.8 cm) hinges

[image: image] Box of 11/4" (32 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Two small screw hooks

[image: image] 1/2" (13 mm) hardware cloth, 16" (40.6 cm) and 22" (55.9 cm) long

[image: image] Finishing nails

[image: image] Heat lamp fixture with bulb

[image: image] Zip tie (optional)


TOOLS

[image: image] Miter saw



[image: image] Paintbrush

[image: image] Tape measure

[image: image] Pencil

[image: image] Straightedge

[image: image] Jigsaw

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit and 1/2" (13 mm) and 1/8" (3 mm) drill bits

[image: image] Hammer

[image: image] Staple gun with 3/8" (9 mm) staples


INSTRUCTIONS

1. To get started, cut all your boards and molding as listed shown here with a miter saw. Paint all the unfinished wood surfaces and let them dry.



2. While the paint is drying, use the tape measure, pencil, and straightedge to mark six rectangles on the plywood or wainscot paneling. Two will need to be 48" × 18" (121.9 × 45.7 cm) and two will need to be 24" × 18" (61 × 45.5 cm). These will be your box sides. The final two rectangles need to be 12" × 24" (30.5 × 61 cm) (this will be part of the top) and 20" × 24" (50.8 × 61 cm) (this will be your hinged lid).

3. Mark the viewing-window opening in the middle of one of the 48" (121.9 cm) panels, measuring 101/2" × 131/2" (26.7 × 34.3 cm). Use the 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit to drill a hole just inside each corner of the cutout. Insert the jigsaw blade through one of the holes to start cutting out your rectangle.


[image: Image]

4. With the miter saw, cut the ends of each piece of shoe molding to 45-degree angles to form a picture frame for your window. (If you have an old 11" × 14" [27.9 × 35.6 cm] picture frame handy, even easier! You can skip this step and use that instead.)




[image: Image]

5. Position the plexiglass over the cutout and secure it in place with some adhesive, then glue the frame pieces onto the plexiglass and set aside to let dry. In the meantime, glue the two 21" (53.3 cm) and two 18" (45.7 cm) 1 × 1 (19 × 19 mm) lengths to the 20" × 24" (50.8 × 61 cm) panel to create a frame for your hinged top. Once the glue is dry, attach the handle or knob to the center front of the lid and the set of hinges to the back and set aside.




[image: Image]

6. Using the wood screws, screw one of the 18" (45.7 cm) 2 × 2 (38 × 38 mm) boards along the short ends of each of the 48" (121.9 cm) long panels. Screw the 2 × 2 (38 × 38 mm) boards to the back of the panel with the window in it and to the front of the other. When your box is done, you want both front sides of the long panels facing the same direction. Then screw one of the shorter panels at a 90-degree angle to the each of the longer panels, through the 2 × 2 (38 × 38 mm) boards, with the front of each short panel facing out. Continue until you have built the box.




[image: Image]

7. Measure 12" (30.5 cm) from the right side of your box and screw one of the 1 × 2 (19 × 38 mm) boards across the width of the top of the box. Then measure 28" (71.1 cm) from the right side and screw in the second 1 × 2 (19 × 38 mm) board. These boards will support your hinged top. Use the smaller drill bit to make pilot holes to screw the two screw hooks into the underside of the second board. This is where you’ll hang your feeder and waterer.




[image: Image]

8. Screw the 12" × 24" (30.5 × 61 cm) panel in place at the far right side of the top to create a solid portion of the top. Then position your hinged lid next to it, and screw the hinges into the back of the brooder box. Staple the hardware cloth to the two 16" (40.56 cm) lengths of 1 × 1 (19 × 19 mm) trim board—one at each end—then, holding the wire taut, screw the boards to the left-hand side of the box top to create a vented top—the pieces of wood should be positioned to the front and back of your box. Then screw one of the 19" (48.3 cm) lengths of 1 × 1 (19 × 19 mm) trim board along either side of the wire opening to finish it off.



[image: Image]


[image: Image]

9. Screw the corner molding along the top front and down each side and along the right-hand back side of the box to hide the unsightly seams and most of the screws. Screw the 36" (91.4 cm) 2 × 2 (38 × 38 mm) board upright to the left-hand side of the box and clamp the heat lamp to it. Use a zip tie to secure the lamp if necessary. You can easily raise or lower the heat lamp to control the box temperature.




[image: Image]

10. Touch up any unpainted spots if needed and you’re done! Set the brooder box over a piece of tarp, and then add your bedding. Hang a feeder and waterer from the hooks and add some chicks! And be sure to check out the Chick Roosting Bar and Chick Jungle Gym. Your chicks will love them, and there’s plenty of room for both accessories for them to play on and practice their balance skills!



[image: Image]

◁ SWINGING SCREEN DOOR for RUN

The door to my original chicken run didn’t have a spring on it. So that meant after opening the door, I had to step into the run, then turn around and juggle everything I had in my hands a second time, reach out, and then pull the run door shut behind me. Of course, the chickens often escaped before I could pull the door shut, or the door simply would blow open.

Then it dawned on me that adding a spring to the door would make my life easier. It was a simple fix that worked so well that when we built our run here in Maine, I of course added swinging screen door. If you already have a run and door, then all you need is to add the spring. If you’re building a run and have an old wooden door that you’re not using, that will make a wonderful run door that’s easy to turn into a swinging door.

Otherwise, you’re out of luck and you’ll have to build your door from scratch like I did. I made the door super sturdy because you should never underestimate the zest and zeal of predators trying to get in and opted to sandwich the hardware cloth in between two layers of framing. The cute Welcome sign is optional!

Your actual doorway measurements will determine the size of your run doorway. For reference, my run-door opening is 37" × 66" (94 × 167.6 cm).

DIFFICULTY: [image: Image] [image: Image] [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) boards



[image: image] 1 × 3 (19 × 76 mm) board cut into eight 12" (30.5 cm) lengths

[image: image] Paint

[image: image] 1/2" (13 mm) hardware cloth cut to the size of your door opening

[image: image] 21/2" (64 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] 11/2" (38 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Set of strap hinges

[image: image] Door handle

[image: image] Spring-loaded hook and screw eye

[image: image] 11/2" (38 mm) U-nail or fence staple

[image: image] 16" (40.6 cm) storm door spring


TOOLS

[image: image] Tape measure



[image: image] Circular saw

[image: image] Paintbrush

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit

[image: image] Miter saw

[image: image] Hammer


INSTRUCTIONS

1. Measure your door opening with a tape measure and cut four 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) boards with a circular saw to the correct length to span the inside height of the opening. Then measure the width of the opening and subtract 7" (17.8 cm) from that measurement and cut six additional boards to fit horizontally to create the door frame as well as the center support.



2. Paint the boards and let them dry. Then you’re ready to assemble your door. Lay out the door framework using one set of boards, with the two longer boards parallel to each other and the three shorter boards positioned in between at the top, bottom, and middle of the longer boards with the wider side down.


[image: Image]

3. With wire snips, trim the piece of hardware cloth to fit the door, overlapping the boards making up the outer frame. Then lay the second set of boards on top of the hardware cloth, in the same pattern as the first set. Using 21/2" (64 mm) wood screws, screw the two frames together, sandwiching the hardware cloth in between.




[image: Image]

4. Turn the door over and, using the miter saw, cut each end of a 1 × 3 (19 × 76 mm) board at 45-degree angles to fit over each corner. Use the 11/2" (38 mm) wood screws to screw a support into each corner.




[image: Image]

5. Attach the hinges to one side of your door at the top and bottom edges and the handle and eye hook to the other side of your door and then, holding the door in position, hang the door by screwing the free end of each hinge to the run doorframe upright. Screw the eye screw and hook in place so your door can be latched securely closed.



6. With the door shut, and from inside the run, thread one end of the spring through the hardware cloth on the door and attach the other end to the door frame using the hammer and U-nail.

[image: Image]

◁ A-FRAME INTEGRATION PEN—CHICK TRACTOR

Chicken tractors are basically, small portable pens that can be moved around to different areas of fresh grass. I’m generally not a fan of these as a permanent ranging solution for a flock, since the chickens are confined to very close quarters, which can lead to pecking issues. However, there is definitely a need for a small, movable pen of some sort when you raise chickens. And there are times when you will want to confine just one hen. Whether you have an injured chicken that needs to be protected from the rest of the flock, a bully who needs a time-out, or a broody hen and chicks that you want to keep separated, a small pen that is easy to lift and carry that can be set inside the run or in the yard makes a lot of sense.

This pen also does double duty and makes a nice safe place to allow your chicks to spend some time outdoors on nice sunny days before they’re ready to be outside full time. Although it’s not technically predator-proof, it will keep them safe from hawks, crows, cats, and snakes in the yard—and from your adult hens if you set it in the run. Most importantly, it will keep them contained and out of trouble while they enjoy some exercise, fresh grass to nibble on, fresh air, and sunlight and while you clean out their brooder.

I used pieces of scrap lumber and the slats from a wooden pallet to build the pen shown here. It’s light enough to easily move and carry, and it’s just about large enough for one adult hen or several chicks. You could easily scale the tractor to a larger size, but remember that the larger it gets, the heavier it will be.

DIFFICULTY: [image: Image] [image: Image] [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] 1 × 2 (19 × 38 mm) boards cut to the following lengths: 38" (96.5 cm), two at 36" (91.4 cm), two at 24" (61 cm), three at 18" (45.7 cm), three at 17" (43.2 cm)



[image: image] Fourteen pallet slats (or 1 × 3 (19 × 76 mm) boards) cut to 12" (30.5 cm) long

[image: image] Plywood cut into a triangle with a 25" (63.5 cm) base and 19" (48.3 cm) sides

[image: image] Two pieces of 1/2" (13 mm) hardware cloth cut to 20" × 26" (50.8 × 66 cm)

[image: image] Hardware cloth triangle with a 25" (63.5 cm) base and 19" (48.3 cm) sides

[image: image] Piece of hardware cloth cut to 8" × 9" (20.3 × 22.9 cm)

[image: image] 1" (25 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Chalk paint or stain (optional)

[image: image] Clothesline cut into two 14" (35.6 cm) lengths

[image: image] Two cage clips

[image: image] Short piece of decorative ribbon


TOOLS

[image: image] Tape measure



[image: image] Circular or miter saw

[image: image] Wire snips

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit and 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit

[image: image] Paintbrush (optional)

[image: image] Staple gun and 3/8" (9 mm) staples


INSTRUCTIONS

1. Use the saw to cut the pallet boards and plywood according to the measurements shown here, paint all the wood surfaces and let dry. Cut your pieces of hardware cloth with wire snips to the measurements listed. Screw the 36" (91.4 cm) and 24" (61 cm) boards together into a rectangle to form the base of the pen (drill pilot holes if necessary).



[image: Image]

2. Screw each 18" (45.7 cm) board to a 17" (43.2 cm) board, forming three L-shapes with equal length 18" (45.7 cm) legs.


[image: Image]

3. Screw an L to each end of the base and then measure 12" (30.5 cm) from one end and screw the last L to the base. Screw the piece of plywood to that end, then screw the 38" (96.5 cm) board along the top, securing it to the three peaks.




[image: Image]

4. Screw the slats down each side at the plywood end. Then drill two 1/2" (13 mm) holes in the top support, about 5" (12.7 cm) apart, and thread the two lengths of clothesline through, knotting the ends to secure them.



[image: Image]


[image: Image]

5. Using the staple gun, attach the wire to the sides and open end of the tractor. Using the wire snips, cut out an opening in the wire on one side measuring 7" × 8" (17.8 × 20.3 cm).




[image: Image]

6. Using the cage clips, attach the small piece of wire over the opening at the bottom, then tie the ribbon to the top to hold the door closed.



[image: Image]


Try This!

Set the tractor in the run or in the grass to let your chicks enjoy some outdoor time. Since the tractor isn’t going to keep a dog or fox or raccoon out, never leave chicks unsupervised. Be sure to leave them water to drink if they will be out for an extended period of time.


[image: Image]

◁ WOOD AND WIRE EGG BASKET

You can never have too many egg baskets, and this cute rustic version comes together quickly. It uses a few scraps of wood and some hardware cloth (maybe leftover from building your run). This basket is perfect not only for egg collecting but also for harvesting vegetables from the garden, since you can easily rinse them off while they’re right in the basket.

DIFFICULTY:[image: Image] [image: Image] [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Scrap of plywood about 12" (30.5 cm) square



[image: image] 1/2" (13 mm) hardware cloth, 10" (25.4 cm) wide and 17" (43.2 cm) long

[image: image] Two 9" (22.9 cm) lengths of 1/2" (13 mm) diameter dowel

[image: image] Polyurethane

[image: image] 11/4" (32 mm) finish nails

[image: image] 24" (61 cm) piece of clothesline


TOOLS

[image: image] Circular saw



[image: image] 100-grit sandpaper

[image: image] Paintbrush

[image: image] Staple gun and 3/8" (9 mm) staples

[image: image] Drill with 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit

[image: image] Hammer


SPECIALTY TOOLS

[image: image] Jigsaw




INSTRUCTIONS

1. With a circular saw, cut the plywood into two 5" × 7" (12.7 × 17.8 cm) pieces. Using a jigsaw, round the bottom corners on both pieces. Sand the two boards to round the curved corners off and remove any rough edges.



2. Drill a hole in the middle of the top of each board along the long flat side. Polyurethane the boards and the dowels with a paintbrush and let them dry.

3. Fold a 1/2" (13 mm) lip around the four edges of the wire fencing.


[image: Image]

4. Using the staple gun, attach the long edges of the wire to the sides and rounded bottom of each board, stopping 1/2" (13 mm) from the top of each board to allow room for the dowel to be nailed on.




[image: Image]

5. Position a dowel along the top of each side of the basket and nail it into place through either end. Thread the clothesline through the holes in the boards and tie the ends into a knot to form a handle.



[image: Image]

[image: Image]

◁ ROADSIDE EGG STAND

Part of the rite of passage of being a country kid is setting up your very own first business venture. Mine was a raspberry stand. I picked containers of berries from the patch behind our house and then sold them from a folding table set up by the road. When you raise chickens, whether you’re a kid or just a kid at heart, at some point you’re going to find yourself with so many eggs that you won’t know what to do with them.

Setting up this stand at the end of your driveway to sell eggs, or excess garden veggies, is a great way to not only get rid of all the extras you can’t eat but also earn a little extra money. By installing a locked honor box, you don’t even need to be home or be personally staffing your stand.

It can be assembled over the course of a weekend, and you’ll be ready to open for business in no time! I opted to use some cheery yellow striped outdoor fabric for the awning, but feel free to use whatever you have on hand. A pretty secondhand shower curtain would work quite well.

DIFFICULTY:[image: Image] [image: Image] [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] One wooden pallet



[image: image] 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) boards cut into two 72" (182.9 cm) lengths for the back legs

[image: image] 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) boards cut into two 12" (30.5 cm) lengths for the front legs

[image: image] 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) boards cut into two 18" (45.7 cm) lengths for the shelf support

[image: image] Two 8' (2.4 m) 1 × 4 (19 × 102 mm) boards

[image: image] 3" (76 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] 2" (51 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] 11/4" (32 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Paint (optional)

[image: image] 1 yard (91 cm) sturdy outdoor fabric

[image: image] Old metal letter box

[image: image] Chalkboard sign and chalk


TOOLS

[image: image] Handsaw or circular saw



[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit

[image: image] Miter saw

[image: image] Tape measure

[image: image] Paintbrush (optional)

[image: image] Staple gun with 3/8" (9mm) staples


INSTRUCTIONS

1. Using a handsaw or circular saw, cut the pallet in half to create the two shelves for your egg stand. Use the miter saw to cut the rest of the boards as listed shown here. Using the 3" (76 mm) screws, screw the 72" (182.9 cm) 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) boards to the half of the pallet that will become your bottom shelf, about 12" (30.5 cm) from the end, and along the short side of the pallet.




[image: Image]

2. Measure up the board 181/2" (47 cm) from the first shelf with a tape measure, make a pencil mark, and line up the underside of the second pallet half with that mark. Then screw that it to the 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) upright boards to form the second shelf. These are the back legs of your stand.




[image: Image]

3. Screw 2" (51 mm) wood screws through the top of the lower pallet shelf into the 12" (30.5 cm) boards to form the front legs, then through the top of the top shelf into the 18" (45.7 cm) boards to form the shelf support.




[image: Image]

4. Measure across the back of your stand (including across the 2 × 4 [38 × 102 mm] supports) and cut two of the 1 × 4 (19 × 102 mm) boards to fit across the span (mine was 43" [109.2 cm]) for the front and back of the awning support. Screw one into the 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) boards across the back using the 11/4" (32 mm) screws.



[image: Image]


[image: Image]

5. Measure the depth of your shelves, then cut two 1 × 4 (19 × 102 mm) boards to that length plus 4" (10.2 cm) with a 15-degree angle cut on one end with the miter saw. Screw on the front awning support to the angled ends of each side board, then screw the other end of each side support into the tops of the 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) back supports at a slight angle to complete your awning support.




[image: Image]

6. If painting the stand, paint all exposed wood and let dry. Once the paint is dry, cut your fabric to fit the support, allowing for overhang along the sides and front, folding the corners neatly and stapling the sides in place, then stapling the fabric taut along the back of the awning frame. Cut the front edge into a decorative scallop design to mimic an awning.



[image: Image]


[image: Image]

7. Screw your honor box to one of the 2 × 4 (38 × 102 mm) supports, make a sign letting your customers know your prices and set your egg stand at the end of your driveway. Stock it with pretty baskets full of eggs or eggs in cartons and wait for your first customer!



[image: Image]

[image: Image]


Tip

Use any leftover wood to create a solid front for each shelf if desired.


[image: Image]

◁ PREDATOR-PROOF WINDOW FRAMES

If you are converting a garden shed, playhouse, or other small outbuilding into a coop, it will probably have only regular window screens. In order to keep wily raccoons, weasels, and other predators out, you’ll need to put hardware cloth over the windows.

While you could just nail or staple hardware cloth over the window openings, I love this idea that I adapted from Erin Schaefgen at Three Little Blackbirds farm in north Texas. She made hinged covers for her windows that allow her to swing them open not only to lower and raise the windows, but also to clean out the dust and cobwebs that accumulate on the windowsills. Functional and thrifty, the frames will also add some rustic charm and dress up your windows!

DIFFICULTY: [image: Image] [image: Image] [image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Scrap wood sized for your window (see below); 1 × 2 (19 × 38 mm) boards were used here



[image: image] Box of 1" (25 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Four flat corner braces (optional, for added support)

[image: image] Paint (optional)

[image: image] 1/2" (13 mm) hardware cloth (at least large enough to overlap the edges of your window opening by 1" (2.5 cm) on all sides)

[image: image] Four large washers

[image: image] Two 2" (5.1 cm) or 3" (7.6 cm) hinges with screws

[image: image] Two spring-loaded hooks and eye screws


TOOLS

[image: image] Tape measure



[image: image] Miter saw

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit and 1/2" (13 mm) drill bit

[image: image] Paintbrush (optional)

[image: image] Wire snips

[image: image] Staple gun and heavy-duty 3/8" (9 mm) staples


INSTRUCTIONS

1. To make the window frame, measure the outside dimensions of the window casing using a tape measure and cut the boards to size with the miter saw to create a frame around the window opening. Measure the length of the window opening horizontally and then cut two boards to that length. Then cut two longer boards as long as the window opening measured vertically.



[image: Image]

2. Set your boards on a flat surface in the configuration of your window. To match the style of the doors on my coop, I added corner braces also cut from pieces of scrap wood. From the short pieces left over after cutting the frame boards, I made four braces: one for each corner of the frame. Cutting one end at a 45-degree angle, I measured so the short edge would measure 2" (5.1 cm) long and then cut another 45-degree angle on the other end.

3. Once you have your wood braces cut, drill pilot holes in either end of each brace and then screw them to the frame to make a rectangle. If desired for added stability, screw a flat brace in each corner to create your frame.

4. At this point, you’ll want to paint the front side of your frame, if desired, and let it dry.


[image: Image]

5. Once dry, it’s time to attach the wire. Lay the hardware cloth over the frame and cut it to size with wire snips, and then staple the wire to the back of the frame. In order to make it even more secure against predators, screw a screw and washer into each corner to further hold the hardware cloth. Attach the hinges to one side of the frame, sandwiching the wire in between the hinge and frame.




[image: Image]

6. Drill holes on the front (the opposite side of the hinges) and attach a screw hook to the top and bottom of the frame.




[image: Image]

7. Now the frame is ready to be mounted it to the coop wall. Screw each hinge to the wall and then position the eyes for the hooks to latch to and screw them into the wall.



[image: Image]

◁ NESTING BOXES

If you buy a coop, it will come equipped with nesting boxes for your chickens to lay their eggs. However, if you build your own coop or convert a shed or playhouse into a coop, you’ll need to build some boxes. This compact set of six boxes will be more than enough space for up to two dozen chickens to lay their eggs and is a great project to use up some of that scrap wood you likely have left over from other projects in this book. The slanted roof will prevent your chickens from roosting and pooping on the top.

Note that nesting boxes should measure approximately 12" (30.5 cm) square, unless you have extremely large hens. If you have bantams or small breeds, you can probably get away with using 1 × 10 (19 × 254 mm) boards instead of 1 × 12 (19 × 305 mm). Also, while I normally wait until the very end to paint my building projects, as shown here, there are so many nooks and crannies in this one that I recommend painting all the wooden pieces once you finish cutting them—I learned this lesson as I was building my boxes. Then you can just touch up any raw ends after you’re done building.

Once your nesting boxes are completed, attaching a curtain rod and hanging curtains might not be absolutely necessary. But they certainly look pretty and provide some much-appreciated privacy for your more modest layers!

DIFFICULTY: [image: Image] [image: Image] [image: Image]

[image: Image]

[image: Image]


MATERIALS

[image: image] Two 1 × 12 (19 × 305 mm) boards, 27" (68.6 cm) long for the sides



Note: These boards will also need a 11/4" × 11/4" (32 × 32 mm) 45-degree angle notch cut in one corner.

[image: image] Two 1 × 12 (19 × 305 mm) boards, 371/2" (95.3 cm) long for the box bottoms

[image: image] Four 1 × 12 (19 × 305 mm) boards, 12" (30.5 cm) long for the dividers

Note: Two of them will also need a 11/4" × 11/4" (32 × 32 mm) 45-degree angle notch cut in one corner.

[image: image] One piece of 1/4" (6 mm) plywood, 36" (91.4 cm) wide × and 39" (99 cm) long for the back

[image: image] One piece of 1/4" (6 mm) plywood, 14" (35.6 cm) wide and 39" (99 cm) long for the roof

[image: image] Six 1 × 3 (19 × 76 mm) boards, 39" (99 cm) long

[image: image] One 1 × 3 (19 × 76 mm) board, 32" (81.3 cm) long

[image: image] Paint (about a quart [946 ml])

[image: image] 11/4" (32 mm) Phillips head wood screws

[image: image] Two small L-brackets with screws

[image: image] 36" (91.4 cm) curtain rod plus hardware and set of curtains (optional)


TOOLS

[image: image] Circular saw



[image: image] Tape measure

[image: image] Drill with #2 Phillips head screw bit

[image: image] Paintbrush


SPECIALTY TOOLS

[image: image] Miter saw




INSTRUCTIONS

1. After cutting your boards and plywood as noted above using the circular saw for the straight cuts and a miter saw (if you have one) for the angled cuts, paint all exposed wood surfaces and let them dry. Once the paint is dry, make a U-shaped frame using the 27" (68.6 cm) boards as the sides (the notches should be facing the front) bracketing one of the 371/2" (95.3 cm) boards as the bottom. Use screws to secure the boards in place.




[image: Image]

2. Measure up 12" (30.5 cm) from the base of the U with a tape measure and screw the remaining 371/2" (95.3 cm) board in as the shelf for the second tier of boxes.



3. Divide the space on each shelf into three equal parts. From the underside of the shelves, screw the 12" (30.5 cm) boards in as walls between the boxes, installing the top tier first and ensuring the notched boards are on the top tier and facing forward.

4. With the frame lying on the ground face down, screw the larger sheet of plywood onto the back. Position the 14" × 39" (35.6 × 99 cm) piece of plywood across the top at an angle and screw it in place.


[image: Image]

5. Screw two 1 × 3 (19 × 76 mm) boards across both sets of boxes to act as kickplates so your chickens don’t kick all the straw out of the boxes. Attach two of the 1 × 3 (19 × 76 mm) boards across the top and bottom of the angled roof as reinforcement.




[image: Image]

6. Using the L-brackets, attach the shorter 1 × 3 (19 × 76 mm) board in between the top two kick plates to serve as a shelf for your chickens to get into the top row of boxes easier.



7. Touch up any spots with paint if needed and let dry.


[image: Image]

8. The boxes can be set right on the floor of your coop against the wall, or slightly elevated and screwed into the wall. Screw your curtain rod to either side above the top tier of boxes and hang your curtains, if desired. Fill the boxes with the nesting material of your choice and don’t forget to add some fresh or dried herbs! Then wait for your hens to lay you dozens of delicious fresh eggs!



[image: Image]

◁ CONVERTING A GARDEN SHED, OUTBUILDING, OR PLAYHOUSE INTO A COOP

There are lots of coop plans, coop kits, and prebuilt coops available on the market. Probably the most economical and easiest thing to do is to convert an existing structure into a coop. And it’s easier than you might think. With just a few simple modifications, a garden shed, small outbuilding, children’s playhouse, or even a stall in your barn can be transformed into a safe, secure coop for your chickens.

[image: Image]


COOP SETUP RULE OF THUMB

Although there really is no one perfect coop style or design, there are some standard parameters to consider when you’re designing your coop, or trying to figure out how many chickens will fit. You should allow for:



[image: image] 3 to 5 square feet (0.3 to 0.5 m2) of coop floor space per hen

[image: image] One nesting box for every three or four hens

[image: image] 8" (20.3 cm) of roosting bar per hen

A coop needs roosting bars for the chickens to sleep on and nesting boxes in which to lay their eggs. To prevent the chickens from sleeping in the nesting boxes, and pooping in them, the roosting bars need to be positioned higher than the boxes. Chickens will naturally find the highest spot to roost at night, so you want your roosts to always be higher than the nesting boxes to encourage your chickens to roost instead of sleeping in the boxes. That way your nesting boxes will stay clean and ready for eggs to be laid in them each morning.

In addition, a coop needs good cross ventilation and air flow and the vents should be located up under the eaves, high above your chickens’ heads then they sleep. Windows that can be opened and closed according to the weather are also important and can be situated lower on the coop walls. A good gauge is to be sure that one-fifth of the coop wall area is windows/vents.

[image: Image]

If you position the little chicken door opposite the roosts and nesting area, hopefully any mud or poop on your chickens’ feet will be removed as they walk across the coop bedding before they hop onto their roost or into the nesting boxes.

Adding a separate space to store feed, supplements, extra feeders and waters, and first aid supplies is also super handy.

Several projects in this book are specifically geared toward converting a structure into a coop. They are:

[image: image] Nesting Boxes

[image: image] Predator-Proof Window Frames

[image: image] Removable Coop Roosting Ladder

[image: image] Removable Dropping Board

[image: image] Sliding Barn Coop Door

[image: image] Coop Shutters from Pallets

[image: Image]

[image: Image]




RESOURCES

BUILDING SUPPLY STORES

Aubuchon Hardware

New England locations and online

www.hardwarestore.com

The Home Depot

Nationwide

www.homedepot.com

Lowe’s

Nationwide

www.lowes.com

Orcutt’s Variety and Hardware

Dixmont, Maine

orcuttsvariety.com

True Value

Nationwide

www.truevalue.com


TOOLS

Black+Decker



www.blackanddecker.com

Craftsman

www.craftsman.com

DeWalt

www.dewalt.com

Dremel

www.dremel.com

Felo

www.felo.com

Ryobi

www.ryobitools.com

Stanley

www.stanleytools.com


GARDENING SUPPLIES

Gardener’s Supply Company



www.gardeners.com

Johnny’s Selected Seeds

www.johnnyseeds.com

Kellogg Garden Products

www.kellogggarden.com

Proven Winners

www.provenwinners.com

The Tasteful Garden

www.tastefulgarden.com


CRAFT SUPPLIES

Annie Sloan



Chalk paint

www.anniesloan.com

Ball/Newell Brands

Canning jars

www.freshpreserving.com

B.P. Farms Workshop

Beeswax wood butter

www.bpfarmsworkshop.com

General’s Cedar Pointe Pencils

Wooden pencils

www.cwpencils.com

Goop

Multi-purpose adhesive

www.ellsworth.com

Gorilla

Wood glue

www.gorillatough.com

Loew-Cornell

Paintbrushes

www.loewcornell.com

Martha Stewart Crafts

Chalkboard and acrylic paints

www.marthastewart.com

Paint Poncho

Paintbrush pouches

www.paintponcho.com

Rust-Oleum

Chalked Ultra Matte Paint

www.rustoleum.com


CHICKEN SUPPLIES

Blue Seal



Livestock feed

www.blueseal.com

EggCartons.com

www.eggcartons.com

Horizon Structures

Coops, sheds, outbuildings

horizonstructures.com

Meyer Hatchery

Chicks, supplies, gifts

www.meyerhatchery.com


SOURCES FOR RANDOM TREASURES

Goodwill



Salvation Army

Local thrift stores

Don’t forget to check antique stores, yard sales, and your own barn/garage/basement/attic!




METRIC CONVERSIONS

Counterbore, Shank & Pilot Hole Diameters











	SCREW SIZE

	COUNTERBORE DIAMETER FOR SCREW HEAD (IN INCHES)

	CLEARANCE HOLE FOR SCREW SHANK (IN INCHES)

	PILOT HOLE DIAMETER




	HARD WOOD (IN INCHES)

	SOFT WOOD (IN INCHES)




	#1

	.146 (9/64)

	5/64

	3/64

	1/32




	#2

	1/4

	3/32

	3/64

	1/32




	#3

	1/4

	7/64

	1/8

	3/64




	#4

	1/4

	1/8

	1/16

	3/64




	#5

	1/4

	1/8

	5/64

	1/16




	#6

	5/16

	9/64

	3/32

	5/64




	#7

	5/16

	5/32

	3/32

	5/64




	#8

	3/8

	11/64

	1/8

	3/32




	#9

	3/8

	11/64

	1/8

	3/32




	#10

	3/8

	3/16

	1/8

	7/64




	#11

	1/2

	3/16

	5/32

	9/64




	#12

	1/2

	7/32

	9/64

	1/8






Metric Plywood Panels

Metric plywood panels are commonly available in two sizes: 1,200 mm × 2,400 mm and 1,220 mm × 2,400 mm, which is roughly equivalent to a 4 × 8-ft. sheet. Standard and Select sheathing panels come in standard thicknesses, while Sanded grade panels are available in special thicknesses.










	STANDARD SHEATHING GRADE

	SANDED GRADE




	7.5 mm

	(5/16 in.)

	6 mm

	(4/17 in.)




	9.5 mm

	(3/8 in.)

	8 mm

	(5/16 in.)




	12.5 mm

	(1/2 in.)

	11 mm

	(7/16 in.)




	15.5 mm

	(5/8 in.)

	14 mm

	(9/16 in.)




	18.5 mm

	(3/4 in.)

	17 mm

	(2/3 in.)




	20.5 mm

	(13/16 in.)

	19 mm

	(3/4 in.)




	22.5 mm

	(7/8 in.)

	21 mm

	(13/16 in.)




	25.5 mm

	(1 in.)

	24 mm

	(15/16 in.)






Lumber Dimensions









	NOMINAL - U.S.

	ACTUAL - U.S. (IN INCHES)

	METRIC




	1 × 2

	3/4 × 1 1/2

	19 × 38 mm




	1 × 3

	3/4 × 2 1/2

	19 × 64 mm




	1 × 4

	3/4 × 3 1/2

	19 × 89 mm




	1 × 5

	3/4 × 4 1/2

	19 × 114 mm




	1 × 6

	3/4 × 5 1/2

	19 × 140 mm




	1 × 7

	3/4 × 6 1/4

	19 × 159 mm




	1 × 8

	3/4 × 7 1/4

	19 × 184 mm




	1 × 10

	3/4 × 9 1/4

	19 × 235 mm




	1 × 12

	3/4 × 11 1/4

	19 × 286 mm




	1 1/4 × 4

	1 × 3 1/2

	25 × 89 mm




	1 1/4 × 6

	1 × 5 1/2

	25 × 140 mm




	1 1/4 × 8

	1 × 7 1/4

	25 × 184 mm




	1 1/4 × 10

	1 × 9 1/4

	25 × 235 mm




	1 1/4 × 12

	1 × 11 1/4

	25 × 286 mm




	1 1/2 × 4

	1 1/4 × 3 1/2

	32 × 89 mm




	1 1/2 × 6

	1 1/4 × 5 1/2

	32 × 140 mm




	1 1/2 × 8

	1 1/4 × 7 1/4

	32 × 184 mm




	1 1/2 × 10

	1 1/4 × 9 1/4

	32 × 235 mm




	1 1/2 × 12

	1 1/4 × 11 1/4

	32 × 286 mm




	2 × 4

	1 1/2 × 3 1/2

	38 × 89 mm




	2 × 6

	1 1/2 × 5 1/2

	38 × 140 mm




	2 × 8

	1 1/2 × 7 1/4

	38 × 184 mm




	2 × 10

	1 1/2 × 9 1/4

	38 × 235 mm




	2 × 12

	1 1/2 × 11 1/4

	38 × 286 mm




	3 × 6

	2 1/2 × 5 1/2

	64 × 140 mm




	4 × 4

	3 1/2 × 3 1/2

	89 × 89 mm




	4 × 6

	3 1/2 × 5 1/2

	89 × 140 mm
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INDEX

A-Frame Integration Pen—Chick Tractor, 130

Bath Board, 57

Bench, Swinging, 90

Board Swing, 55

Boot Cleaning Station, 102

Boot Tree Stand, 72

Breakfast Tray, Dippy Eggs and Toast, 40

Brooder Box with Heat Lamp Attachment, Deluxe, 122

building supply stores, 155

Calcium Dispenser, Mason Jar Grit/, 30

Chair Nesting Area, 36

Chalkboard Signs, Tiered Herb Garden with Mason Jars and, 108

Chick Jungle Gym, 80

Chick Roosting Bar, 95

Chick Tractor, A-Frame Integration Pen—, 130

Chicken Salad Bar, 92

chicken supplies, 155

Chicken Treat Bar, 50

Chicken-Proof Herb Garden with Hinged Window, 66

circular saw, 13, 17

Cleaning Station, Boot, 102

Clothespin Herb Drying Rack, 48

Compost Bins with Hinged Front, 99

Converting a Garden Shed, Outbuilding, or Playhouse into a Coop, 151

Coop Door, Sliding Barn, 70

Coop Mirror, Paned Window, 52

Coop Sign, Cutting Board, 28

coops, converting other buildings into, 151

cordless drill, 12

Countertop Egg Holder, Small Footprint, 38

craft supplies, 155

crowbar, 19

Cutting Board Coop Sign, 28

debris, 21

Deluxe Brooder Box with Heat Lamp Attachment, 122

Dippy Eggs and Toast Breakfast Tray, 40

Dowel Coop Organizer for Tools, 46

drill, 12, 19

drill bits, 12, 19

Dropping Board, Removable, 33

Drying Rack, Clothespin Herb, 48

dust mask, 21

egg-related projects

Dippy Eggs and Toast Breakfast Tray, 40

Roadside Egg Stand, 137

Small Footprint Countertop Egg Holder, 38

Wood and Wire Egg Basket, 134

Feed Dolly, 78

Feeding Station, Pallet, 106

Fencing, Garden, 112

Flower Boxes for Run, Hanging, 97

Garden Fencing, 112

garden sheds, converting into coop, 151

gardening supplies, 155

glasses, safety, 21

gloves, 21

Grit/Calcium Dispenser, Mason Jar, 30

hammer, 12, 19

hand sander, 14

handy projects

Boot Tree Stand, 72

Chick Jungle Gym, 80

Chicken-Proof Herb Garden with Hinged Window, 66

Feed Dolly, 78

Hinged Coop/Run Seat, 75

Removable Coop Roosting Ladder, 62

Sliding Barn Coop Door, 70

Hanging Flower Boxes for Run, 97

hardware disease, 21

Hatch Countdown Calendar, Reusable, 43

Hawk Shelter, Pallet, 87

hearing protection, 21

Heat Lamp Attachment, Deluxe Brooder Box with, 122

herbs

Chicken-Proof Herb Garden with Hinged Window, 66

Clothespin Herb Drying Rack, 48

Tiered Herb Garden with Mason Jars and Chalkboard Signs, 108

Hinged Coop/Run Seat, 75

Integration Pen—Chick Tractor, A-Frame, 130

IPPC stamps, 22

jigsaw, 14, 17

Jungle Gym, Chick, 80

lead paint, 23

level, 18

marker, 19

Mason Jar Grit/Calcium Dispenser, 30

methyl bromide, 23

Mirror, Paned Window Coop, 52

miter saw, 14, 17

needle-nose pliers, 19

nesting

Chair Nesting Area, 36

Nesting Boxes, 146

Organizer for Tools, Dowel Coop, 46

outbuildings, converting into coop, 151

Paint Ponchos, 15

paintbrushes, 15, 19

Pair of Coop Shutters from Pallets: Three Styles, 115

Pallet Hawk Shelter, 87

pallet projects

Boot Cleaning Station, 102

Chick Roosting Bar, 95

Chicken Salad Bar, 92

Compost Bins with Hinged Front, 99

Garden Fencing, 112

Hanging Flower Boxes for Run, 97

Pair of Coop Shutters from Pallets: Three Styles, 115

Pallet Feeding Station, 106

Pallet Hawk Shelter, 87

Pallet Tool Holder, 84

Step Stool, 118

Swinging Bench, 90

Tiered Herb Garden with Mason Jars and Chalkboard Signs, 108

pallets

preparing for DIY projects, 24

safety tips for, 22

Paned Window Coop Mirror, 52

pencil, 19

playhouses, converting into coop, 151

power tools, 20

Predator-Proof Window Frames, 142

pry bar, 19

quick & easy projects

Bath Board, 57

Board Swing, 55

Chair Nesting Area, 36

Chicken Treat Bar, 50

Clothespin Herb Drying Rack, 48

Cutting Board Coop Sign, 28

Dippy Eggs and Toast Breakfast Tray, 40

Dowel Coop Organizer for Tools, 46

Mason Jar Grit/Calcium Dispenser, 30

Paned Window Coop Mirror, 52

Removable Dropping Board, 33

Reusable Chalkboard Hatch Countdown Calendar, 43

Small Footprint Countertop Egg Holder, 38

random treasures, sources for, 155

Removable Coop Roosting Ladder, 62

Removable Dropping Board, 33

resources, 155

Reusable Chalkboard Hatch Countdown Calendar, 43

Roadside Egg Stand, 137

roosting

Chick Roosting Bar, 95

Removable Coop Roosting Ladder, 62

safety, 20

safety equipment, 21

Salad Bar, Chicken, 92

sandpaper, 14, 19

saws, 13, 17, 19

Screen Door for Run, Swinging, 127

screw bits, 12, 19

screws, 18

Seat, Hinged Coop/Run, 75

sheetrock screws, 18

shoes, hard-toed, 21

Shutters, Pair of Coop, 115

Sliding Barn Coop Door, 70

Small Footprint Countertop Egg Holder, 38

square drive, 12

staple gun, 19

star drive, 12

stenciling, 25

Stool, Step, 118

Swing, Board, 55

Swinging Bench, 90

Swinging Screen Door for Run, 127

tape measure, 19

Tiered Herb Garden with Mason Jars and Chalkboard Signs, 108

toolbox, putting together, 17

tools

Dowel Coop Organizer for Tools, 46

overview of, 11

Pallet Tool Holder, 84

resources for, 155

Treat Bar, Chicken, 50

weekend projects

Converting a Garden Shed, Outbuilding, or Playhouse into a Coop, 151

Deluxe Brooder Box with Heat Lamp Attachment, 122

A-Frame Integration Pen—Chick Tractor, 130

Nesting Boxes, 146

Predator-Proof Window Frames, 142

Roadside Egg Stand, 137

Swinging Screen Door for Run, 127

Wood and Wire Egg Basket, 134

Window Frames, Predator-Proof, 142

wire snips, 19

Wood and Wire Egg Basket, 134

wood screws, 18

wood treatments on pallets, 22

yardstick, 19
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